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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.80
p.m., and read dprayers.

QUESTIONS.

P'OLIOMYELITIS.

As to School Attendance by Children from
Suspected Homes.

lion. J1. T. TONKIN asked the Minister
fo~r Health:

What action, if any, is taken by the
authorities regarding attendance at school
by children from homes in which the sick-
ties.; has occurred, in eases where ,sick per-
sons suspected of having contracted polio-
miyelitis are under medical observation
prior to complete diagnosis?

The MIXILSTER replied:
Upon the report by any doctor of an

actual or suspected case of poliomyelitis
the children are isolated in their homes for
a period of three weeks.

ST-PERANNUATION, INSURANCE, ETC.

As to Schemes Submitted by Local
Authorities.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN asked the Minister
for Local Government:

(1) How many local authorities have
submitted superannuation or insurance

The MINISTER replied:

(1) Three have submitted endowment
assurance schemes.

(2) Not yet.
(3) Draft regulations have been prepared

and are tinder consideration, following dis-
cussions with assurance companies, with
the object of having uniform conditions
and a suitable working arrangement under
which transfers of employees between local
authorities would not affect their endow-
ient assurance interests.

EDUCATION.

(a) As to Appointment of Su~perintendents
and Inspectors.

Hon. J. T1. TONKIN asked the Minister
for Education:

lli he table the papers in connection
with the recent appointments of superin-
tendents and inspectors consequent upon
the re-organisation in the Education Dle-
partment which has been decided upon?

The MINISTER replied:
The papers wvill be made available for

perusal by the hon. member at my office
an request.

(b) its to lrater-Cooling Units for
Northamn Schools.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE asked the Minis-
ter for Works:

(1) Are water-cooling- units certain to be
installed at The three State schools at Nor-
tham before the start of next summer?

(2) If so, when is the work of installa-
tion likely to commencel

The 'MINISTER replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Manufacture of units is now wvell

in hand. Installation will )ie completed
before the end of September.
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POLICE.

.AA to Transfer of Detective Sergeant
R. Kendall.

Mr. YATES asked, the Minister repre-
.senting the Minister for Police:

(1) Did Mr. H. D. Moseley, P.M., con-
duct an inquiry into the transfer of Det.-
Sergt. R. Kendall, of the CJI.B., from thie
C.I.B. to the uniformed branch?

(2) When did such inquiry take place?

(3) If an inquiry was held, will he table
all papers dealing with such inquiry?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) 18th and 19th December, 1947.

(3) The inquiry was confidential to the
then Minister for Police and no good pur-
pose would be served by tabling same.

NORTHAM HOSPITAL.

As to Proppsed Improvements.

Hon. A. RI. 0. HAWKE asked the
Minister for Health:

What is the present position regarding
proposed improvements to the kitchen,
domestic staff dining room, laundry and
front verandah at the Northam Govern-
ment Hospital?

The MINISTER replied:

Tenders were called for the kitchen,
laundry and front verandah, but none was
received. They will he re-called.

A tender will be offered shortly for staff
dining room.

LANDS.

As to Closer Settlement in Okidlowo-Mokine
Area.

Hon. A. IR. G. HAWKE asked the Minis-
ter for Lands:

(1) Has the Under Secretary for Agri-
culture yet finalised his report covering the
inspection he made of the land in the Chid-
Jow-Mokine area, suggested by the Clack-
line-Baker's Hill Sub-branch of the R.S.L.
:as being suitable for closer settlement?

(2) If so, will he have a copy made
:available to me for transmission to the sub-
%ranch?9

The MINISTER replied:
(1) and (2) The report is being prepared

and a copy will be made available to the
hon. member in the near future.

BUILDING MATERIAL.

As to Release for Kindergarten and Infant
Centres.

Mr. BRADY asked the Minister for
Housing:

When will building material for erecting
kindergartens and infant health centres be
released to committees requiring same?

The MINISTER replied:
The applications for permits, to erect

kindergartens and infant health centres
throughout the State are so many that a
very limited nunmher of permits only can
be granted. So far, permits are limited
to infant health centres and the Housing
Commission allots permits for these build-
ings of an aggregate cost of £C10,000 a
quarter. The priority of the need for an
infant health centre is decided after consul-
tation with the Department of Health.

RAILWAY WORKSHOPS.

As to Value of Work and Staff Appoint-
ments.

Mr. BRADY asked the Minister for Rail-
ways:-

(1) What was the total value of work
performed at Government Railway Work-
shops at Mlidland Junction for the year
ended the 30th Jane, 1948?

(2) What number of employees have been
engaged for administrative staff of the Gov-
erment Workshops at Midland Junction in
the past two years from outside Western
Australia9

(3) Is it the intention of the Government
to continue to engage administrative staff
from Outside Western Australia?

The MINISTER replied:
(1 £1,710,694.
(2' Actually there were no engagements

outsidce Western Australia during the two
years ended the 30th June, 1948. Of 11 ap-
poitments made in the period, seven were
Western Australians, one was previously
employed in Victoria, and three had pre-
vious railway service in India. All the en-
gagemfents were made in Western Australia.
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(3) It is, and will be, the policy of the
Government to fill the higher positions in
the Railway Department from those em-
ployed in the Department, excepting only
when the efficiency of the service demands
somebody possessing higher qualifications or
more extensive experience than is possessed
by those already employed. This latter
disability will, it is hoped, in future be re-
moved by giving selected railway employees
the opportunity to visit other States and
other countries in order to enable them to
keep abreast of railway improvements.

WHEAT MARKETING.

As to Poll of Growers.

Hon. .1. T. TONKIN asked the Minister
for Lands:

Having regard to the fact that the pro-
posed poll of wheatgrowers which is to be
taken in connection with wheat . marketing
schemes is to he conducted by an organisa-
tion which is admittedly partisan and
which has highly plaeed members who ap-
pear certain to obtain lucrative positions
under a State scheme, how was he able to
give the assurance which he did in reply to
question No. 10 asked by the member for
Forrest on Thursday, the 29th July?

The MINISTER replied:

Co-operative Bulk Handling Limited has
no interest in whether the wheat scheme put
into operation is under State or Federal
control. It is merely a co-operative wheat
handling company in which every wheat-
rower has an interest in proportion to his
bulk wheat delivered to the company.

Parliament has provided for a temporary
board on which the Chairman of Co-opera-
tive Bulk Handling will be chairman,' but
this% board must be superseded within 12
months by a board on which four of the five
members are elected by whentgrowers. The
poll will be conducted under the supervision
of two ex-Chief Electoral Officers, and thus
any implication of partisanship or impro-
priety must refliedt on these responsible
gentlemen.

ADDRESS-In-REPLY.

Fourth Day.

Debate resumed from the 29th July.

HON. A. H. PANTON (Leederville)
[4.40]: During the Years I have ocupied
a seat in this Parliament, I have heard
many Speeches delivered by His Excel-
lency the Lieut.-Governor and also by
his predecessors. It is instructive to look
back on those Speeches, some of which
have been very interesting and, if I may so
express it, full of meat. Some of them
have been short and some have been long,
but on this occasion we can say that, al-
though the Speech was very long, there
was very little in it to create a spirit of
optimism as to the future of the State.

A new technique seems to have been
adopted since the present Government took
charge of the Treasury Bench. Over the
years the custom has been for a member
to move a motion for the adoption of the
Address-in-reply, as was ably done by the
member for Wagin on the opening day,
and for the Leader of the Opposition to
reply, after which the debate was eon-
tinned, and any drastic criticism that was
offered was usually answered by the Minis-
ter controlling the department concerned.
As I have stated, however, a new technique
has been introduced. Last Wednesday
night the Leader of the Opposition drastic-
ally criticised the Housing Commission,
and the Minister for Housing, as well as
the Premier, took it upon himself to
try to answer the criticism by way of inter-
jections, but two days afterwards, a reply
by the Minister for Housing appeared in
"The West Australian." On Wednesday
night also, the member for Irwin-Moore
made some implications about the number
of Communists in the school-teaching pro-
fession, and on Friday the Minister for
Education replied to the hon. member in
the columns of "The West Australian."

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: That must be the
"new look."

Hon. A. H. PANTON: I used another
term; I said new technique. I have a very
decided objection to this new technique for
various reasons. One reason is that, in my
opinion, any criticism offered by a mem-
ber in this House should be replied to in
this House and not through the columns of
a newspaper. If we accepted such a reply,
I think that you, Mr. Speaker, would soon
take a hand, as you did the other night
when themember for Perth was speaking.
We have to take it for granted that the
statement appearing in the newspaper con-
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tains the facts as given by the Minister or,
rather, methinks, by his publicity officer,
and I venture to say that if we alluded to
it here, we would not get very far before
you would intervene, and justifiably so, be-
cause, according to our Standing Orders, a
member is not entitled to quote from a
newspaper a report of something that has
been done or said in this House during the
current session, This new technique, in
my opinion, is something thoroughly baa
and, if 'Ministers are going to adopt it, I
shall feel sorry for the publicity officer, be-
cause he will more than earn his salary.

In "The West Australian," also of last
Fridayaohrrpt appeared, though
not in reply to anything that bad been
said in the House. It was a statement by
the Minister for Lands dealing with soldier
land settlement. Had the Minister analysed
the report before it appeared in the Press,
I think he would have received a surprise.
The report began-

Referring to the increased speed at which
war service land settlement farmns are being
occupied, the Minister of Lands (Mr. Thorn.)
said yesterday that the Land Settlement Board
,was considering the development of Crown
lands for the scheme.

The report went on to say that when the
board had considered these proposals, they
would he submitted to the State Govern-
ment and then in turn to the Common-
wealth. Thus the board is considering a
proposal to develop Crown lands owing to
the speed with which the war service farms
are being occupied. After the hoard has
cons~idered the scheme, its proposals will be
submitted to the Government, presumably
by the Minister for Lands, and then to the
Commonwealth. My experience as a Min-
ister was that, when some proposal was
submitted to the Government and bad in
turn to be submitted to the Commonwealth,
it was necessary to wait until the Premier
attended a conference of Premiers before
one could know what would happen, and I
think the Minister for Lands will be a good
while wondering what is happening to his
scheme of development. The Press report
continued-

On most properties, partly in the Great
Southern and west of the Great Southern Rail-
way, large areas remained to be cleared. The
hoard's programme aimed at the clearing of
about 70,000 acres within the next two years.
Completion of the work, half of which could
only be carried out by the heavier type of bull-

dozer, must depend on the Government's suc-
cess in obtaining this equipment.
Evidently the Minister is very perturbed
about the increased speed with which these
farms are being occupied, and so he has
asked the Land Settlement Board to con-
sider the question of developing Crown
lands, and, he intends to clear 70,000 acres,
which will take two years, and half of which
work can only he carried out by the heavier
type of bulldozer.

The Minister for Lands: But the 70,009
acres is not unalienated Crown land.

Hon. A. H. PANTON: I am reading what
is stated in the Press.

The Minister for Lands: It is uncleared
land on the farms which is to be cleared to
bring them tip to Commonwvenlth require-
men ts.

Hon, A. Hf. PAXTON: I shall deal with
Cominonlwealth requirements later on. I
am quoting the statement that appeared in
the Press, TUnless one knew something of
the inner workings and analysed the report,
one wouild incline to the belief that the out-
look was very promising. I suggest that
the Minister should analyse such reports be-
fore they are published and couch them in
such language aN will enable people to under-
aund what the position really is. I am

satisfied that nobody could form a just
opinion of the position from that statement.

According to the report, a total of 2,074
ex-servicem en desired to settle on the land;
180 properties have been allotted out of 229
advertised prolperties, and another 28 would
probably be allotted on the following day.
I take it for granted that the additional 25
were allotted, which means that 208 pro-
perties have been allotted out of the 229
that were advertised, for which there wer.'
2.074 applicants. From the report one
would assume that these allocations date
from the inception of the scheme, and if
that is so, it leaves 1,866 applicants whc;
are still waiting for properties. So the
soldier settlement schemne is not going ahead
half as fast as those very keen critics we
had a while ago would like-particularly
the member for Mt. Marshall. I remember
that on one occasion the present Minister
for Housing, when he was sitting on this
side of the House, said in a rather resigned
tone, "Not one soldier settled." Members
cnn imagine how he would say it!
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Hon. J1. B. Sleeinan: Now he has for-
gotten all about it.

Hon. A. H. PANTON: A little while ago,
the Minister for Lands interjected in an
attempt to put me on the right track with
regard to bringing the Position up to Corn-
rnonwcslth Government requirements. I
want to say something about Commonwealth
Government requirements, because this re-
port rends, under the heading of "Building

The policy adopted that properties should be
occupied before approved renovations or addi-
tions had been completed was endorsed by ex-
Servicemen.

-Now, to begin with, this is the first wre have
heard of this policy being endorsed by ex-
.servicemen. I am sorry the member for MNt.
Marshall is not in his seat, because he could
give us some information, as representative
of the R.S.L. I would like to know from
the Minister to whom he refers when he
mentions es-Servicemen, because there are
a tremendous number of es-Servicemen, and
thousands are not even interested in soldier
land settlement. Does he mean- by ex-
Servicemen the land board of the R.S.L. or
the R.S.L. executive, or the ex-Servicemen
going on the land 3 1 am not satisfied that
any section of the es-Servicemen-irre-
spective of which one it may be-should dic-
tate to the Minister the policy of the Gov-
erniment or this Parliament concerning
exactly what sort of places they are going
to have, or when they are to go on these
farms. The Minister goes on to say-

The construction programme of allotted
farms involves the provision of 71 new form
houses, 71 sets of form buildings, anl 40 quar-
ters for farm employees in addition to renova-
tions on practically every farm purchased.

Reading that, I at least am in somewhat
of a fog. I do not know whether those 71
farm houses and buildings are to be erected
on places already occupied in accordance
with the policy I hare just read out, or
whether the reference is to places proposed
to be bought, or which have been bought,
or which are being bought, and on which
buildings will be erected. The report goes
on-

The State Housing Commission was co-
operating in the construction of new build-
ing--

This should be particularly interesting to
the member for M1t. M1arshall-

-which it was proposed should be carried
out by the letting of tenders, bat outside the
principal towns-

and this I want to emphasise particularly
to those gentlemen who previously were so
critical of soldier land settlement-

-pro spects were not bright at present for
dhe erection of houses in country districts.
So that looks as though we are going to
have farm houses and farm buildings in the
near future, if at all, only on farms with-
in the vicinity of priheipal towns. I do
not know the Minister's definition of a prin-
cipal town. I would say that Busselton;
would be one, but I doubt very much
whether Wyalkatchem or Korrelocking
would come under the definition.

Mr. Leslie: It is the most important part
of the State.

Hon. A. H. PANTON: It may he a very
important part of the State, but I very much
doubt whether the Housing Commission
would call those places principal towns, If
Busselton or Manjimup were in the running
for housing, I am afraid the member for
Mt. Mar-shall would have a great deal more
difficulty in convincing the Housing, Com-
mission than me that either of those other
places could be called principal towns. So
it seems to mec that this article becomes more
chaotic and involved the further one gets
into it. If the Housing Commission is go-
ing to co-operate with the Minister in build-
ing houses only close to or in the vicinity
of principal towns, I think we should know,
as a Parliament, what those principal towns
are. 1 suggest to the Premier that Pinjarra
,would be a principal town.

The Premier: Undoubtedly!

Hon. A. H. PANT ON: But I think that
uinder the new proposal Harvey would be
more principal than Pinjarra.

The Minister for Lands: Why dig that
up?

I-on. A. H. PANTON: I am only think-
ing that. It just happened to strike me
that it may be. Here is another good one-

A contract had been let f or prefabrication of
15 temporary cottages on properties where no
housing facilitiest exist.

Are those properties the ones on which the
71 new farm houses are to he erected?
Where are these prefabricated cottages com-
ing f rom ? Is this a new scheme we have
beard nothing aboutI Just where will they
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be obtainedf That brings me to the end of
the report, and I sincerely hope that the
Minister will try to clarify it in this House;
that he will not hand it to somebody else,
but try to do the job himself. It is easy
to say to his publicity officer, "Panton was
grizzling about that report you wrote last
time. You had better clarify it."

The Minister for Lands: That is the
easiest way.

Hon. A. H. PANTON: The Minister may
be able to overeome the difficulty by that
means, hut I would prefcr to listen here to
him clarifying, in his apt way, a report of
this sort. That brings me to the board I
have mentioned. I want to thank the Min-
ister for giving me an opportunity to read
the report of the board. It was a long
time before I could pluck up courage to
beard him in his den and ask for it but,
after a couple of stiff coffees, I did so, and
managed to get the report and read it.

Mr. Mann: To what report are you refer-
ring q

Hon. A. H. PANTON: I am referring to
the soldier land settlement report by Mr.
Browolie, Mr. Smith and, I think, Mr. By-
field.

Mr. Mann: Is it a secret report?

Hon. A. H. PANTON: The member for
Beverley had better put that question to
his Minister. I have read it. It was so>
secret that I wrapped it up carefully and
took it hack. I think that if the hon. mem-
ber approached the Alinister with as nie a
smite as I did, he might get the report, too.
The outcome of the report was the appoint-
ment of this board that is now operating in
regard to the land settlement scheme. I have
no desire to start, or even enter into, any
controversy about the ability of the then
Director of Land Settlement, Mr. Fyfe-
That is far from my mind.

The fact remains that Mr. Fyfe, who was
Director of Land Settlement, was a very
highly paid and highly regarded officer in
the department, and that he has been sup-
planted by this board. I think that in

*'justice to him and to the members of this
House-particularly as the member for
Beverley is now worried about the secrecy
or otherwise of this report-it should he
laid on the Table of the House. I read it
and I say quite candidly and sincerely that
there was nothing in the report to justify

Mr. Fyfe's being relieved of his position.
Whatever the board had in mind or might
have said to the Minister or the Government
which did not appear in the report, I do
not know nor care. The report was signed
by the three gentlemen as an official docu-
ment, and I repeat that there was nothing
in it to justify such drastic action as reliev-
ing Mr. Fyfe of his position. I do not
know whether Mr. Fyfe has made any reply
to the Government or the Minister concern-
ing the report. That is something else of
which we know nothing.

I suggest in all sincerity that, if he has
made at reply-I will be surprised if he has
taken being relieved of his position lying
down-the Minister should lay the report
and Mr. Fyfe's replies to anything in it
on the Table of the House, so that members
may know what it was all about. I would
like to know what Mr. Fyfe had to say
about it. I have taken care on all occasions
not to go -near any of the departmental
officers-particularly of the department-s
with which I was entrusted as Minister-
and have not discussed this matter with Mir.
Fyfe or anyone else, as I think the report
and any reply to it should .be- laid on the
Table.

I congratulate the member for Beverley,
who made a tong and stern fight to get
soldiers settled on the land in the
hard way, because he has accomplished it
now, When the legislation was introduced
into this House-members of the then Op-
position did not criticise it at all-the ideal
was to put up decent houses on the farms
for returned soldiers, their wives and fami-
lies. In and out of season, in this House,
at R.S.L. meetings and at the land confer-
ence the member for Beverley said, "Let
them do it the hard way, like we old fellows
did it." Now he has had his way and it has
been decided to build these two-roomed
shacks--temporary shacks.

In 10 or 15 years time the member for
Beverley-he will live that long, because
only the good die young-will have oppor-
tunity to see these farms still with the two-
roonied shacks or pre-fabricated houses on
them. The Minister for Housing will agree
that people today -wilt take any sort of a
housze, even expansible or duplex houses, and
undoubtedly these men, in order to get on
to their farms, will accept any kind of
proposition in the optimistic hope that some
day they will be provided with better houses.
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The experience of farmers who went about
it the hard way was not that better houses
were eventually provided. Most of them,
except those who like the member for Bever-
Icy made a success of pigs or sheep and
-were able to build little mansions, are still
living the hard way unless their parents died
and left them nice houses in which to live.
Again I suggest that the Minister lay that
report on the table of the House, together
with the answer, if any, of Mr. Fyfe. This
House should have some voice in whether
there is to be such drastic alteration made
in the proposed agreement either by the
board or anybody else. No doubt the Minis-
ter for Lands will be pleased that that is
all I have to say about it.

Hon. F. J, S. Wise: With reference to
bulldozers, I should say there is terrific
difficulty in obtaining the imported heavy
machinery.

Hon. A. H. PANTON: Not now that we
have a Minister for Supply and Shipping.

The Minister for Lands: Such machinery
is in short supply, and requires dollars.

Hon. A. H. PANT ON: The longer we are
in getting the machinery the longer it
will be before the land is cleared. What-
ever the board may have said and
whatever it may have thought without
putting it in writing in the report, I main-
tain that Mr. Fyfe carried the burden of
starting this scheme and worked for a long
time under great difficulties without even a
small bulldozer or tractor. He bad to start
with trols of any description and he did
nut get even a kind smile from Common-
wealth officers and very few from State offi-
ers. I say, and the member for Mt. Marshall
will agree, that there has been one continual
howl, particularly from the R.S.L., to have
the job started. Air. Fyfe did get it started,
before I took over, and made some head-
way, and I presume he is now being criti-
tvLed for having commenced the job before
he had bulldozers and so on with which to
do the work. I pay him the tribute of
.saying he was a hard worker who did a
tremendous job under great difficulties., and
1 feel that he deserves better than he bas
received in return.

There is very little in His Excellency's
Speec h relating to the health of the comn-
munity, there being only a brief -reference
to the Royal Perth Hospital, Not one word

appears about tbe future of hospital build-
ing in this -State.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: And nothing about
the medical school.

Hon. A. H. PANTON: There is no,
reference to health, except what I have
mentioned. I hope the Minister will listen
to what I am about to say, as I would rather
he replied in this House than in "The West
Australian" next Friday. I am perturbed at
the agitation that has taken plFace in cer-
tain quarters for new hospitals. I do not
refer now to a place such as the member for
Wagin mentioned, Lake Grace, which has a
hospital but wants a better one. There has
been agitation in two or three places for
new hospitals in tthe vicinity of a very large
hospital.

I would like to know whether the Gov-
ement and the Minister for Health have
given consideration to the report compiled
and finalised by the committee appointed
by the Willeock Government to go into the
matter of regional hospitals. That com-
mittee was composed of some eminent medi-
cal men and practical health officers, with
myself as Minister for Health in the Chair.
It travelled over the State and took a great
deal of evidence in mnany places. It was
successful in obtaining the services of Dr.
LeSouef who was then in England, having
been a prisoner of wvar, and obtained per-
mission for him to visit America, Canada
and other places on his way home in order
to get the latest and best information pos-
sible about gospitalisation in those coun-
tries. He furnished a wonderful report,
which was a pleasure to read, and which
was handed to my successor, the member
for Kanowna.

I hope the Government and the 'Minister
wvill not rush into any hair-brained scheme
for erecting small hospitals here, there and
everywhere, because I, on behalf of the
Willeock Government, gave a definite pro-
mise to the people--in Geraldton, Albany
and Bunbury in particular-whose hospi-
tals were anything but good. Those hospi-
tals were good in days gone by. I read
a report on the Bunbury hospital, which
was built in 1895 or 1896, and was opened
by the then Premier, Sir John Forrest. At
that time it was looked- upon as one of the
most up-to date institutions in Australia, but
when I last saw it it was-I think the mem-
ber for Rutnbury will agree-about the
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worst hospital in Australia. It was pro-
mised that those towns would he the first
to get regional hospitals. I am Dot comn-
plaining that those hospitals have not been
built, and I know the Premier would say
that mein and material have not been avail-
able, but there is a possibility of pressure
being brought to hear for the building of
a hospital perhaps at South Perth or Mid-
land Junction.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: Or at Pinjarra.

Hon. A. H. PANTON: Theie is a hospi-
NaJ at Pinjarra, though it could do with
improvement. I am worried about the pos-
sibility of the scheme for regional hospi-
tals being dropped, to the detriment of a
health scheme for the whole of Western
Australia. There is no doubt of the un-
fortunate position this State is in, in that
regard. In many places where people have
settled -they have built hospitals and some
of the hospital committees have done great
work in building, with suabsidies from the
Government, and in keeping the hospitals
going. Strangely enough those hospitals
that have heen conducted by such commit-
tees are, generally speaking, the best in the
country districts, and much better than the
Pinjarra hospital, which is a Government
institution. The reason is that the comn-
muittees are on the spot, are anxious to help.
andi take a keen interest in the work they
are doing.

The Minister for Health: I believe-and
so does the Government-that regional hos-
pitals are necessary.

Hon. A. Hf. PANTON: I am pleased to
hear that. Though the member for Can-
fling- and the member for Guildford-Mid-
land will probably not agree with me, I say
that with the excellent transport now exist-
ing, and with a hospital such as will he
available in Perth in the near future, fur-
ther large hospitals close to the metropoli-
tan area are not necessary. Undoubtedly
as the population of Perth grows it will
be necessary to construct another big hos-
pital, and that will he a matter for con-
sideration by the Government of that day.
It would he a sub,-regional hospital. I
plead with the Government not to he rushed
or coerced into building any more small
hospitals within a reasonable distance of
where the regional hospitals are to be built.

I have had the assurance of the Minister
for Health thnt he and the Government

believe regional hospitals are neessary,
and I hope that policy will be adhered to.
With clue deference to the Leader of ther
Opposition, I also discovered the North-
West in 1942, but, -unlike most members.
who have visited that part of tho State, I
knew very little about land settlement in
that area. In fact I was not greatly in-
terested in it hut was, as Minister fani
M1ines and Health, interested particularly
in mining. I came back from the North.A
West envisaging hydraulic engineers open-
ing up the country with water for mining.
When I returned the Japs had entered the
wasr and hydraulic engineering had gone
out of my mind in favour of civil defence.

[Mr~. Triat took the Chair.]

I sin more than positive that land settle-
ment or closer settlement is not going to
develop the North-West, but I consider it
would be well worth while spending £10,000
or £15,000 to implement plans submitted by
good hydraulic engineers for water schemes
-artesian or otherwise-in the Nullagina
and areas further north for the purpose of
mining gold and otther minerals, The
member for Kimberley and myself when
traveling in that area carried a panning-
off dish, as I know a little about that
sort of thing, and everywhere we tried
we were able to get a trace of gold. You.
Mr. Deputy Speaker, know sufficient of gold-
mining to realise that there must be gold
in those areas, and a good deal of it, too.
Land settlement in this State or in any other
country has generally followed a goldmining
rush and it would be possible, to open up the
North-West in this way. I am satisfied that
land settlement, if it is possible at all, will
take place after gold has been discovered
and the people migrate to that district. I
am quite satisfied that 'Western Australia
would never have had a big- land settlement
scheme if it bad not been for the thousand,.
of people who came to this State-most of
them were starved out of Victoria and ,New
South Wales, I sup pose-after the discovery
of gold.

I wish now to refer to another Commigsion
that took evidence during the recess, on the
betting laws. I simply desire to say that if
the findings of that Commission-I 'will say
all I want to mention about it when and if
the Bill is introduced-qTe the best that can
he produced, then they are not worth im-
plementing.

183



184 [ASSEMBLY.]

lion. J. T. Tonkin: The Commission was
hog-tied from the start by the terms of
reference.

Hon. A. 11. PANTON: If a Bill is intro-
duced there will be ample room for a great
deal of discussion but, hog-tied or not, I
think they are the most puerile findings
brought down by any Commission. There
is another small paragraph in the Lieut.-
Governor's Speech which reads-

Activity in the fishing industry has contin-
ued to increase. An expanding export trade in
frozen crayfish tails and canned fish is being
developed.

I wand like to know just what is happening
to fis-h that we get from the sea. We are
told from time to time that there have been
schools to train fishermen under the rehabili-
tation schieme and so on and that they are
catching huge quantities of fish in the Shark
Boy area. I read in the newspaper-and
this was not a statement by a Minister-
that the freezing works are packed to the
roof with fish and yet if a man desires to
buy v pound of fish he has to pay 2s. Od.
or :3s. a lb.

The Honorary Minister: You go to the
wrong shops-

Hion. A. H. PANTON: I do not go to a
shop at all.

The Honorary Minister: Come to Subiaco
and you will get it for 6id.

Hon. A. H. PANTON: That is political
influence. I would not have the cheek to
pay 63d. a lb. for fish as it would be starving
the fisherman, but there is something radical-
ly wrong with the fishing industry beyond
any shadow of doubt. It is all very well
exporting frozen crayfish tails to Amierica,
as I do not like them, but when I was act-
ing as Minister for Fisheries during the
absence of the member for Kimberley, I
had two conferences with members of the
fishing industry. Representatives from, all
sections of the industry were present and
the conferences proved very interesting. At
times it was very amusing, and I was told
some really good stories which I could relate.
to the Chamber if the speaker had the
patience to listen and I had the time. From
the results of the two conferences I was
quite satisfied that something could he de-
veloped along the'lines of a beard-much
as I disagree with the appointment of too

mnyi boards and I know the Honorary
Minister will agrTee with me on that point.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: How do you know?

lion. A. Hf. PANTON: Because the Hon-
orary Minister disagrees with the hon. mem-
ber at times and she must have a friend to
support her occasionally. I do not know
who is the Minister in charge of this depart-
ment-

The Attorney General: I -happen to have
that privilege.

lion. A. H. PANTON: Then it is a9 good
thing because it means that we have the
portfolios of health and fish together. I
sutggest to the Minister that he obtains the
reports of those two conferences. as he will
find them very enlightening. The confer-
ences, were attended, as I said, by all sec-
tions of the industry including the fishermen,
the wholesalers and the retailers and it took
them some time to agree, but I am satisfied
that if their ideas could be developed we
would have a scheme whereby fish could he
landed in the State at a mowr reasonable
cost without in any way exploiting the fish-
ermen who, after all, do the Job. 1 know
there, is a complaint that South African
smoked fish is being brought to this country
and sold much cheaper then our own
sehnnpper Find cod, hut we must not blame
the people for buying it. I personally pro-
fer the fresh schnapper but a man who is
on the basic wage cannot buy fish, or enough
of it, and I suggest to the Minister that he

shudappoint an officer to studTY the re-
ports of those. two conferences in an en-
deavour to see -whether such av plan ean be
implemented.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: The Minister knows
about the report.

The Attorney General: I have rend it.
Hon. F. J. S. Wise: I have been at the

Minister on this subject for qutite some
time. There are tons of fish in cold storage.

Hon. A. If. PANT ON: On reading the
newspaper on Sunday morning I found
that we are now called upon to pay in-
creased tramway fares, and that the fares
for the Government buses and ferries have
also been increased. I would like to hear the
member for Nedlands on the subject, but
unfortunately the member for Sussex has
his attention. But I recollect vividly that
the Grants Commission was in this State
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some time ago and a railway officer, when
asked, said that he considered the best way
to cheek deficits by the tramways and rail-
ways was to raise the fares.

I remember the member for Nedlands
almost cracking this roof in his exoitable
way as he took the view that it was the
policy of the Government. There is no
memnber of the Grants Commission talking
to the railways now. It is a fact that tram
fares have been increased, and I would
like to know what the member for Nedlands
is going to say about it, as he is not
the sort to keep quiet if there is any-
thing be wants to say to the Government.
I would suggest to the Minister that it is
time that sections such as exist on our
trains were revised. On most of the tram
routes there is a long penny section, but
the anomaly is that if a man hoards a tram
between two sections he has to pay full
fare. I do not know how far past Anzac-
road the terminus of the Mft. Hawthorn
tram is situated, but it is some distance.
From Anzac-road to the corner of New-
castle and Oxford streets there are 11
blocks or 11 streets and the fare is 2d. for
this distance-it was id. before the recent
rise in prim.

If I wished to travel to Perth it used to
cost me 3d., but the fare has been increased
to 4d., yet if I want to get out at Lake-
street, which is five blocks, I still have to
pay full fare. I know that charge well be-
cause I get out of the tram at that point
every Sunday to attend my church. I amn
not advocating cutting sections into bi-
sections, but suggest that any streets within
a section should come under the same fare.
I know that members opposite will say that
this side of the Chamber should have carried
that out when it was in office, but the Com-
missioner of Railways has always opposed
the suggestion and he will probably continue
to do so. 1 suggest to the Minister that
he refer my suggestion to the Commissioner.
In Melbourne a man has only to request
a ticket to the eiy and he is old how
much he has to pay. In other words, It,
Melbourne a person pays for the ride he
gets, but in this State if I board a tram
between the Mt. Hawthorn terminus and
Newcastle-street, I have to pay the full fare.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: They did that in
Sydney. We copied them.

Hon. A. H. PANTON: I thought they
copied us, but I have been informed that
it is the simplest means of collecting fares
in Australia. That may be so, as the Com-
missioner of Railways has always argued
that to alter the system would mean the
issuing of too many tickets. If the sections
arn arranged it should be only a question of
paying the fare for each particular section,
whether it is Xd, 3d. or 4d. and I trust the
Minister will give this matter some con-
sideration and discuss it with the Commis-
sioner of Railways who may have altered
his views since my discussions with him.

In the matter of finance I feel somewhat
like the late member for Pingelly (Mr.
Brown) The then Treasurer Hon. P. Collier,
had delivered his Budget speech and shortly
afterwards Mr. Brown rose to his feet and
said 'Mr. Chairman, I admit right from the
outset that I know nothing about finance."
The reply of the then Premier was, "You
will make a very fine speech." That is how
I feel at this moment, and I do not profess
to be an expert like the member for
Murchison or others who have given this
House many lectures on finance, -but I do
know that of late years all finance seems to
dwell around the question of uniform taxa-
ton and the Grants Commission. During the
last three sessions of Parliament most of
the debate that has taken place in this
House has 'been as to whether we should
have uniform taxcation or the right io impose
our own taxation on the people. I am not
trying to reach the realms of finance
attained by the member for Murchison, but
I wish to deal briefly with the two matters
I have previously mentioned.

I was fortunate enough to be in Canberra
when the then Prime Minister, the late, Mr.
John Curtin, introduced the Bill which
Sought to enact the system of uniform taxa-
tion. I attended Parliament House next
day when Mr. Fadden, who was then the
official Leader of the Opposition, dealt with
the measure. I sat through the discussion
during that day and all the next day. I
heard the views of members on uniform taxa-
tion and those views were expressed from
both sides of the House. As a result of
what I heard, I was convinced that the State
Parliaments did not have a friend in the
Comamonwealth Parliament, irrespective of
party considerations at all. They all favoured
a system of uniform taxation, and for my
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part I am-satisfied that that system is here
to stay.

I have attended several Premiers' Confer-
ences, having been in Canberra for the pur-
pose of other discussions and, as I listened
to the debates by the various Premiers, on
nio occasion did I note that the Common-
wealth Government gave any encouragement
to State Premiers, irrespective of party
alignments at all, to think that they would
he released from uniform taxation. I am
convinced that the system is here to stay. I
do0 not know whether the Grants Commission
will be the organised body that will have the
task of presenting varying amounts of money
to the States from time to time.

The Premier: Neither does anyone else
know.

Hon. A. HI. PANTON: That is so; I am
in good company in my lack of knowledge
on the point. On one or two occasions even
this session the Premier has said that in the
interests of the States there should be an-
other Federal Convention. I do not exactly
know what type of body the Premier had in
mind, but in view of the way we are drifting,
month by month, in Western Australia-it
can be said that the experience of this State
is typical of that of the others-only one of
two things can happen. Either we shall
drift straight into unification or continue
for ever am the very poor relation of our
rich old uncle, the Commonwealth Govern-
ment. I say that, irrespective of what poli-
tical party may have charge of the Federal
Treasury bench. I do not care who may be
in power because they are all tarred with the
same brush.

The position is accentuated now in view of
the membership of the Commonwealth Par-
liament being increased to a large extent.
It seems to me that the people of Australia
are not going to put up with that sort of
thing for very much longer. In my opinion,
the rising generation and future genera-
tions, too, will have a lot more sense than
the present one, and they will ask, "What is
aUl this for? Here we have 13 Houses of
Parliament and over 600 members, and what
are we getting for ill"

The Attorney General: We are not get-
ting much from the Commonwealth Parlia-
ment.

Hon. A. H. PANTON: Perhaps not.
Hon. E. H. H. Hall: Your party is in

favour of unification'!

Hon. A. H. PANTON: I am not discus-
sing parties, but facts.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: And the answer to
the question is "No."

Hon. A. H. PANTON: As to the question
of unification, if the party to which I be-
long stands for unification, then it will be

-unification.

The Honorary Minister: Do you not de-
sire to be freeq

Hon. A. H. PANTON: No, I have the
best wife in 'Australia, and I do not want to
be free. I know that possibly "The West Aus-
tralian' will say that I have gone as near
to advocating unification as I possibly could.
For the last half century or more I have
worked in the public interest, particularly
in the Labour movement, for what I believe
to be right and in order to build up Western
Australia along lines that will be of benefit
to the rising generation and to those that
will come after us. Whether it would be
bettor for posterity if unification were
brought about, I cannot say, but 1 agree
with the Premier, if he thinks along the lines
I am thinking, that there is greatmned for
the holding of another convention, I believe
the time has long gone by when we should
continue Premiers' Conferences or even con-
ferences attended by Premiers and Leaders
of the Opposition.

What is wanted in these days is a Pro-
perly constituted convention composed of
delegates elected from each State on the
basis of proportional representation. I have
yet to learn-ia fact, I will not believe
otherwise-that the present generation of
public men who would be elected to attend
such a convention would be any less Aus-
tralian in their outlook than those who were
chosen to attend the original conventions
that framed the Commonwealth Constitu-
tion. In Victoria I listened to Mr. Alfred
Deakin-I was then a very young member
of the Australian Natives Association-and
others advocating Federation. At that time
they did not anticipate that Australia would
have to go through two wars such as wie
have encountered during the past 30 years
or so, nor did they have any idea that any
Commonwealth Government would be forced
to take over such great powers as became
necessary during the recent war period. Had
they hid an 'ything of the sort in mind, they
would have made provision for it in the
constitution.
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I may be reninded that several refer-
v*udums have been held, but I do not place
tiny reliance or referendums: I do not think
they are %yorth the printing of the ballot
papers. 'fhe member for Nei-dands wvill
remembe~r that in 19:33 it referendum wva,
held in Western Australia on the question
of secessioni. At that time all election was
largely foughlt out onl the same issue.
The member for Nedlands was himself one
of' the leaders of the sevesion movement
which gained favourable restt at the re-
Jerendum. But what happened !We ivent
to the country and thie issue was raised
st oiizly. The member fur (leraldion in hi~s

j ectiofl a few inutes agot asserte'l that
DIV part, v a, in javollr of unification.

lion. E. I11. .HallI: I asked the question.

Huon. A. It. I'ANTON : The hion. inember
asked it, but there wvas an inference at-
Lwelled to it. WXhat uipapwel lit that ekev-
tion 2 The retereindum resurltedl in a large
majority in favour of secession arid there
wvas in my own electorate at huge majority
in supplort of' it. But, as a result of the
elections, the unifleationist crowd was re-
turnied to power and assumed control of the
Treasury Bench. That goes to show what
italue is to be attachedl to referendum,.I
doa not take any.) notice of them. When
sufficient pressure is brought to bear by tire
Press, it is possible to carry through any-
thin,-. However, to revert to the question
(,fthc convejition that I have suggested, what-
ever should be the result of the election of
delegates, I would be prelpared to abide by
:t. I am satisfied that, without any neces-
-ity fot press ure being broughit to bear byv
the newvspapers, such a convention as I en-
visage would develop a new constitution
that wvould be more satisfactory than the
present one. Whether it Would provide
for the Commonwealth Government having,
a certain amount of power and the States
lesser l)owers, I do not kniow.'

The Premier: Why do you suggest elec-
tion on the basis of p~roportional represent-
ation? Why not an equal number of dele-
gates from each State?

Honl. A. HI. PANTON: The Premier
could have it that way if hie so desires.

The Premier: I think it would be better.

Haln. A. H. PANTON: What I had in
mind was that I did not want one political
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party to secure the election of all its dele-
gat"~ and other political parties to have
none. I had in mind Senate elections when
only members belonging to one political party
secured their return. I would be quite con-
tent so long ats a proper representation was
secured.

1'ht Spetilcer resunted th~e CThair.]

The lionorary Minister: With a few
women!

lIon. A. 11. PANTON: I referred to dele-
gates, all(l lid not mention sex at all. I
would not for one moment say that one must

ba woman. If the people of the country
say there must be some women among the
delegates, then they should be elected.

The Honorary Minister: There is nothing
in the Act to say that they should be women.

Hion. A. II. PANTON: What Act? I did
not suggest anything about an Act.

The Premier: When you suggest election
by proportional representation, would you
also say there should be an equal number
front ea:-h State?

lin. A. H. 1PANTON: I did not go that
fil- I had in mind Senate elections with
members of one party only being elected.
I am prepared to leave the details to some-
one more capable of dealing with such a
matter than I can claim to be. I have
pointed out that instead of worrying about
Premiers' Conferences to deal with finan-
cial adjustments, the Premier might accept
a sugge~tion from me and go bald-headed
for a convention such as I have in mind.

lon. A. A. 'M. Coverley: He will go bald-
headed, all right!

Hon. A. H. PANTON: I merely used that
term ac a figure of speech. I know the
Premier is wrapped up heart and soul in
the interests of Western Australia, just as
are others of us who have lived here for
so long. We all desire to see the best done
for Australia. After all, we are Austra-.
lian an&, irrespective of whether we barrack
for W~estern Australia or for Victoria at a
football match, we may have our prefer-
ences, but we are still Australian. I am
certain that a delegation from each State,
sitting together as a convention, would
draft a constitution that would be satis-
factory to future generations and of bene-
fit to Australia in Peneral and to Western
Australia in particular.
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MR. BOVELL (Sussex) [5.40]: On the
occasion of the opening of the present ses-
sion, ,I was able to listen to the Limit.-
Governor's Speech with much greater in-
terest because the previous tune it was my
privilege to have the task of moving the
adoption of the Address-in-reply. As it was
the first time I had spoken in the House, it
caused me some little concern. This year
I feel that thes ceremonials that dis-
tinguisbed the opening of tbis, the second
session of the nineteenth Parliament,' were
most appropriate. The paragraph of para-
mount importance in the Speech was that
relating to the visit to Australia of His
Majesty King George VI, Queen Elizabeth
and Princess Margaret. I join with all
other loyal citizens of the Commonwealth
in exteftding to the regal party a right
loyal welcome and it is the hope of all of
us that by their visit-it will be the first
occasion that a reigning monarch has
visited Australia-the bonds of Empire will
be further cemented.

It is true that the Crown is a symbol.
It is the binding force that keeps together
the whole of the British Commonwealth
of Nations. Never before has a Royal
Family been held in higber esteem than
those who are about to visit us. We look
to them as a symbol of the British way of
life, as the epitome of everything British
that we uphold. In these days when we
are faced with a threat of some foreign
influence that has been described as Com-
munism-I do not know what may be the
term applied to it-anything that is dis-
loyal to, or disruptive of, the British way
of life should be dealt with as a criminal
only. Any body that is foreign to our way
of life should be dealt with as a criminal
offender, regardless of what name may bye
applied to it.

I feel that we must be thoroughly united
today in upholding the traditions of the
British Family of Nations. We face this
threat of communistic influence. The mem-
ber for Irwin-Moore mentioned the num-
ber of known Communists in Australia. I
do not know how many there may be; but
it must be remembered that at the time
Hitler became Chancellor of Germany in
1933, 1 think only three pet cent, of the
German population were members of the
Nazi Party. That should serve as a warn-
ing to every Australian that a small

minority could disrupt our community by
working in such a way. They have tried to.
do so by using their influence in powerful
trade unions. I am pleased to note that
many of these trade unions are now taking
steps to rid themselves of this rotten influ-
cnce that is retarding the progress of Aus-
tralia at a time when we have the oppor-
tunity to wake our mark and secure a firm
place in the world's markets.

Hon. A. H. Penton: The Liberal Party
was a bit wishy~washy the other day about
it. I

Mr. BOVELL: The Liberal Party can-
not ban Communists from Australia. If
we ban Communists they will call them-
selves by some other name. The Liberal
Party is in favour of banning disloyal and
treasonable persons.

Several members interjected.

Mr. BOVELL: The member for Fre-
mantle has referred to certain people, but
I do not know to whom.

Hon. J1. B. Sleeman: Wealthy people.

Mr. BOVELL: He said they supported
Commiunist funds. I would like him to sub-
mit proof of his statememt later on should
he speak to the debate.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: Read the newspaper
tonight.

Mr. BOVELL: I wish to emphasise the
fact that some trade unions are taking Ace
course of banning treasonable people, in-
cluding Communists, who are in their ranks.
Those unions are to be commended for
doing so and I do not mind giving them
credit for their action. But the banning of
Communists from Australia is a different
matter from hanning them from an organi-
sation. As I said, the Comnmunists could
call theawlves by some other name. They
are known as Communists in Australia and
these unions are doing the right thing by
putting them out of their ranks.

Mr. Hoar: In the same way the Liberal
Party changes it name every few weeks.

Mr. BOVELL: The proposals set out
in the Lient.-Oovernor's speech for legisla-
t ion to be introduced during this session
are to be commended. Since Parliament has
assembled, we have heard some criticism of
the Government and its actions. Person-
ally, I feel that the people of this State
are satisfied with the administration of the
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MeLary-Wutt* Gonvernment. Satisfaction
bus bern expre 'secl throughout the Sussex
electorate of the work the Government has
done in reg-ard to education, particularly as
to country schools and affording country
school children opportunities for education
similar to those available to children in the
metropolitan area.

M r. Reynolds: Particularise! Do not
generalise.

Mr. DQYELL: The member for Forrest
is voluble in his interjection;, hut should
he care to come to Busselton I should be
glad to show him the buildings that are in
progress.

Ron, J. T. Tonkin; The present Govern-
mient is not responsible for those buildings.

11r. BOflELL: T admit that the former
Minister for Education made a statement
in Busselton previous to the elections in
March, 1947.

H1on. J. T. Tonkin: Will you admit thdt
the previous Government gave approval for
the work to be done?

Mr. BOVELL: T do not know anything
about that.

H~on. J1. T. Tonkin: Of course you do!
it is a fact, anyhow!1

Mr. BOVELL: The present Government
is doing the work.

The Premier: Hear, hear!

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The member
for Sussex will address the Chair.

Mr. BOVELL: I emphasise the appre-
ciation shown by the people of Sussex of
the work done by the Government in their
dislriect and throughout the country. Dur-
ing this session many references have been
made to reports, that have appeared in
"The West Australian" ncwsraper.' I wish
to read n sub-leader that appeared in "The
West Anstralian" of Saturday, June 12-th,
194R. T* is headed, "Dairy Production,"
and reads as follows:-

Group ettlement was inaugurated in 1921
and b-- thef end of 1923, 96 groups had come
into hein-. The way wans being paved for the
so' reo"" development of the diniryiug inidus-
trT. wvIF 1, w~nq tn brung with it improved breed-
in- and "P'rnnin'j prnr'tices, n big increase ill
pro:l,t' (londing to more extenive ninnu-
faeturiug activity) and the investment of mucli
private - -nitat in the 9outh-West. Tn 1921 total
milk lrot'-ition was 11,329,000 gallonsi; for the
first ten :n-nths of 1947-48 milk used for mnnu-

fat tuiiug vnrpo-es alone aini,,uuterl to .33,430,-
000 -- tlons, suggesting that this wny be* a ye-ar
cof reeiird netirity. The previoui ninnufac-turing
r(cOrdl was estahlisliecl in 1941-42 when con-
sumption of milk for nil purposes was 49,100,-
000 galions. Seasonal eontlitions of course,
havo contributed to the results; this year.

WhVifle the increasedl production is gratif I iag,
it . wvell to kerep int mind that West 4us1trullan
darying is still only a small industry and that
onl output is limuited erniparedl with those of
other States. In recent years the total ntumber
of dairy cows in Australia, has, dcclimel. Fed-
ervi fguresq for the five yelars endled 'March,
19417, show, however, that during the period the
number of cows in this State in milk nil dry
inereaqcd fronm 129,700 to 131,700 and the in-
dications are that, as the indlustry ennvrges
from its wartime and post-war difficulties, wore
rows will be brought into production. There is
obviously still room for expanpion and improve-

It is gratify' ing to know that while the
Australian total of dairy cows has de-
creased, the number in Western Australia
has increased. I draw the Giovernment's
attention to the necessity, in the dairying
country south of Busselton, for the estab-
lishment of a dairy farm research station.
Thi~s would be not only an encouragement
to present producers, but would also he of
great assistance to the establishment of ad-
ditional settlers in the district. The Soldier
Lund Settlement Scheme is being pro(eeded
with in the Kudardup area, which is in
the Augusta district, and the establishment
of such a research station would be a great
help to the industry in that district..

Recently it has been rather diffie.ult for
dairy farmers to procure penicillin suspen-
sion for the treatment of mastitis in dairy
he-rds. I hare. received a letter on the Sub-
ject from the secretary of the 'Meirirup-
Willvnbrur, branch of the Farmers' 'Union
of W.A. It reads as follows:

T hanve li-en instructed hr the, albove (the
2fetrirup-W~iIl 'abrap Branch) to requemt your
helrp in lhuriaq a suitable firml in B~uscelton
carry qtarki of penicillin fur use :is a cure for
maitis in dlairy erw.

Tho -ituntion at present is that a permit enn
be ohtainmed to purchase penicillin, but firms
hare, to send to Perth for suapplies winchI delaysR
treatment fur about three days. We believe that
te muin the effect of which the treatment is
v&pable, treatment must be c!arried out within
24 hours of dliagnosis.

We would greatly appreciate your afsistace
ir this matter. -

I believe that penicillin suspension should
hes made available to chemists, butter fae-
tornes or reputable firms in the same way
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as poisons are supplied. It should be is-
sued to dairy farmers on application. They
should not have to waste time in obtaining
permission and waiting three days until
the penicillin is deli vered, because then it
may be too late to effect a cure. I ask the
Government to give this matter considera-
tion.

In conclusion, I wish to repeat a former
statement I made in regard to the defence
of Australia. I am of opinion that a single
Defence Minister is not sufficient for the
defence requirements of Australia. I do
not know what the State Governments do
ik the way of co-operation with the Corn-
bkonwealth in the matter of defence, but
there should be liaison between the State
Governments and the Federal Minister for
Defence in regard to the defence of Aus-
tralia. There should he 'a Cabinet Minister
in each State responsible to the Federal
Minister for Defence for defence matters.
It is quite impossible for one man alone,
no matter how capable he may be, adequate-
ly to control the defence of the great coast
line of Australia.

-MR. MARSHALL Ofurchison) [.5. 57]:
Although I have been a member of this
Chamber for 27 years, I am doubtful whe-
ther there has ever heen a better setting
for a debate upon the fiscal policy adopted
by Australia. The subject is one of world-

* wide interest and I have listened keenly to
* the debate so far as it has proceeded. Be-

fore making some observations upon the fis-
cal policy, may I be permitted to offer my
congratulations to the Clerk of the Assembly
upon his promotion and to his assistant
and the others following in their train who
also have received promotion. They have
all earned it and are worthy of it. I sin-
eer~ly trust that their term of office will be
a lengthy one, as experience has shown that
they are diligent and have been ready and
willing at all times to assist members.

I do not desire the Treasurer, or any
other member of the Government, to imag-
fine that my utterances are directed against
them. The fiscal policy they are pursuing
has been handed down by their predeces-
sors and, as far as I can learn, has been
the fiscal policy of Australia since it re-
ceived its independence. It has been fol-
lowed by the Commonwealth and the States.
through the years. It would, therefore, he
unfair for me to make any attack on the

present Government. What I desire to
point out is that the Budget, as presented
to Parliament each year, is merely a finan-
cial statement of receipts and expenditure,
and is most misleading. To a large degree,
it plays a deceptive part inasmuch as
people who do not study Uhe formula of the
Budget would be led to believe that the
State at times is in a prosperous financial
position because we have, on occasions, had
Budget surpluses.

.Hon, J'. T. Tonkin:- We will not have one
this time!

Mr. MARSHALL: Irrespective of whe-
ther wve do or do not, the policy we pursu e
is wrong. We should be honest with -Par-
liament and the people, by giving them a
clear and concise picture of the financial
situation of the State. What does the
Budget reveal? Apart from the fact that
we see how much the Treasurer has re-
ceived by way of payments, through taxa-
tion and other charges for services ren-
dered-they are two mediums through
which he collects money, and at third is
borrowings-it gives us no indication of
the actual financial position of the country.
What it does show from year to year are
the amounts collected and expended. It
is purely and simply a financial statement.\.
While we can find a list of borrowings, we
never find in the Budget the value of the
assets possessed by the State.

Every year we are reminded of the fact
that we owe approximately LO,00,000 as
a State debt. Every year, too, we are reminded
that we pay approximately L4,0ao,000o
in interest on borrowee moneys. We
never, however, see a reference to the assets
which these borrowings have created. For
instance, we have great assets in the Can-
ning Dam, the Mundaring Weir, the dairy-
ing industry, the farming industry, Grov-
ernment buildings, roads and bridges, rail-
ways and tranmways. Bnt never do we see
in the Budget what their value is as com-
pared with the debt which we owe, so we
never knowv the actual financiatl set-up of
the State. We cannot say whether it is in-
solvent or not because we know not what
its assets really are.

I would like the Treasurer to give serious
consideration to the pres.iaion to Par-
liament of an annual bahine' slicet show-
in not only the State's V'*iesbut its
assets, as anyv ordinary irs' -tinn would.



[3 ArGuST, 1948.] 9

do to directors and shareholders. Until we
do get a balance sheet, we will never realise
-whether we have any assets upon -which
we may call to avoid, ps I consider
ought to be done, this particular State
going further into debt. All will appreci-
ate the fact that no Government can exist
-without finance. I forget who the wise man
was who once wrote or said, "Finance is
government," but, whoever he was, he saw
deeply into the situation, for that is cor-
rect. While we have different parties
wrangling with each other about which
was the more successful and the better of
the two -while occupying the Treasury
bench, the results to the people of the
Commonwealth, and this State in particu-
lar, have been just the same-debt and
taxation over and over again, until now
we are on the brink of a crisis. The dis-
cussions and heat between the parties will
become greater because the finances of this
country are almost strangled. That is not
because ours is not a wealthy State or a
wealthy Commonwealth, hut because we
have pursued a fiscal policy which is obso-
lete and unscientific.

I want to paty a tribute to the Leader of
the Opposition for having got through Par-
liament a Bill which brought into exist-
ance the State-owned Rural and Industries
Bank. Credit must be given to him for his
wisdom and foresight in that regard, and
may I compliment the Parliament of that
clay for having given sanction to it? But
of little use will it be ito us if we
arc to continue . following the financial
policy to which we have been adherents
All these years. We now have this bank,
and I want the Treasurer to show me, and
this Parliament, the actual financial posi-
tion of the State, for I venture to suggest
that if the assets and the liabilities were
shown clearly and briefly, we would see
that, whereas we have a debt of
£C100,000,000 against the State, we have as-
sets three, four and even more times
greater. That surplus of assets over lia-
bilities could be used by the bank as the
backing for its future career.

Over many years, I have frequently moved
motions endeavouring to get the Common-
wealth Government to change its fiscal
policy to a sane, logical and more up-to-date
one in order to save the situation, and I
know that there are members today who
will not believe me when I say-conscien-

tious, men though they he and willing to doo
all they can for the welfare of this State-
that this bank is capable of financing West-
ern Australia, free of any cost to the
people. I propose to refer to a book,
"Why I Fight," written by John T. Lang.
I am not, however, going to quote
John Lang's opinion-not that I disagree
with his opinions as they appear in the
hook-but a statement made by Sir Deni-
son Miller, first Governor of the Common-
wealth Bank. When he spoke at the open-
ing of the bank in Sydney there -were about
three members on the staff at the time
he made certain statements about the bank
and its possibilities. I am going to quote
statements made by him at that time and
also fromn a speech made by him in London.
Just as the Commonwealth Bank has pro-
gressed, so the Rural and Industries Bank
in this State can carry on, with certain re-
servations which I shall deal with later.
At page 118 of this book, Sir Denison
Miller is quoted as having made the fol-
lowing statement on the 20th January, 1913,
at Stanway House, King-street, Sydney:-

The bank is being started without capita, as
none is required at the present time, but it is
backed by the entire wealth and credit of the
whole of the Commonwealth of Australia.

That is all it requires. The Rural and
Industries Hank of Western Australia is
hacked by the whole of the resources, as-
Sets and credit of Western Australia. In
this same book, at page 131, there is another
reference to a statement made by Sir
TDenison Miller, this time in London. It is
as follows:-

The bank is in an unique position in hav-
ing the whole of the Commonwealth of Aus-
tralia at its back. It bas no capital, nor has it
required any, as the people themselves and
their country are its security.

Sitting s'spended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. MARSHALL: Just as the Common-
wealth Bank started with only the confid-
ence, resources and assets of the nation be-
hind it, which is clearly defined by Sir
Denison Miller in his utterances, so the
State Bank can be of great value to the
State. I think that where a great majority
of the people get rather mixed is between
two factors, that is, wealth and what might
be termed virtual wealth. It is because of
their misunderstanding on this point that
Treasurers, economists and professors can
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put it over the People, as they did in 1930,
and lead them to believe that the nation is
in a state of poverty. The real wealth of
a nation is its capacity to produce goods
and services when and where required. It
does not take much consideration for any
person to realise how wealthy this State of
ours could be if we allowed production to go
at fall speed and expand.

The great volume of wealth wvhich could
be produced in this State would, when
turned into money, bring to Western Aus-
tralia a greater volume of wealth than has
been possible tinder the present fiscal policy.
At every turn, where a Government desires
to move, it is handicapped or restricted by
virtue of the fact that it has not any money.
It is by virtue of the power which bankers
have over Governments that has brought this
State, this Commonwealth and practically
every country in the world, to the condition
in wvhich we find them today.

One has only to glance at our own State
to find that most of our public buildings are
old, dlilapidated and deteriorating. Many
of thein should have long since been de-
molished and reconstructed. The State-
owned transport system is in a deplorable
-condition. National works of great urgency
have to be left in abeyance until money is
forthcoming, and no matter where the Gov-
ernment turns in order to give effect to the
wishes of the people it finds that its efforts
are frustrated because it has not sufficient
money with which to 1build or commence
these works.

The Honorary Minister: What is money?
Is it paper money or gold 9

Mr. MARSHALL: There are some people
to whom this financial system has been most
generous and it is very difficult for those
ipeople to appreciate the fact that thou-
sands of their own kind, to wvhom the
system has not been very generous, have
lived in a state of deprivation and degrad-
ation for years amongst those things 'which
we dislike and which we endeavour to rectify
by legislation. It does not augur well for
Persons who have been pleased with this
system to be so egotistical as to imagine
that, because others are living in a state of
Poverty, born in it and reared in it, and
unable to get away from it, they cannot be
generous to those who form the great mul-
titude of this country.

Hon. J1. B. Sleeman: The Honorary Min-
ister is looking guilty.

Mr, MARSHALL: They are fortunate;
very fortunate. They have been very gen-
erously treated, but I sincerely hope that
those who have profited by the system will
be generous enough to understand that there
are millions of people who have not been
pleased with a mere sustenance right
throughout their existence. So when we find
that the fertility and climatic conditions of
the country provide for the production of
huge quantities of 'wealth it should be pos-
sible to convert that real wealth into money
and thus give those, who are subjects of
this particular country, a much higher stand-
ard of living and give the Government free-
dom of action to put its policy into effect.

I feel as though the present Treasurer
finds now,' that while he would like to do
much to fulfil some of the promises which
he gave to the electors-and he gave many
-he is in the invidious position of not be-
ing able to give effect to those promises,
due mainly to the fact that he has not the
money. I would respectfully suggest, too,
that he is, on these nights, having a very
sleepless time in weighing up the pros and
eons in order to bring his budget somewhere
near to respectability at the end of the year.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: Why did he make
the promises?

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: He is visibly
fading away.

Mr. MARSHALL: I do not want to go0
into that aspect. I think when it comes to
making promises, we arc all more or less
really guilty. Some of us make promises
conscientiously believing that we can give
effect to them, but we find, when we are
victorious at elhctions, and strenuously try
to give effect to such promises, that all
efforts are frustrated because there is no
money. So the real wealth of the nation is
its capacity to produce goods and services.
I feel that the present banking system has
been conceded a power to which it has no
legal right; that is, to use the nation's
credit as though it belonged to the institu-
tion concerned, I might even smy to in-
viduals, much less to Governments. Right
down through the ages every Government,
no matter what political camp it may choose
as a place for its banner, has constantly
and incessantly borrowed from private in-
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stitutions that which belongs to the nation
as a debt against the nation and has impu-
dently put its hand into the pockets of the
people, taking out of it cash termed as taxa-
tion to service this debt and giving an
undertaking that one day it will redeem the
debt-a. practical impossibility under the
present fiscal policy.

The Budget belies the actual position. I
have known Treasurers to boast of tile fact
that they have shown a surplus. They bare
bad an excess of revenue over expenditure,
but have never indicated how it was possible
for them to receive sufficient in taxation and
charges for services rendered. The actual
position is that the Oovernment, whether it
shows a deficit or a surplus, in most eases,
with very few exceptions, borrowed millions
during the same period and under our pres-
ent economic system. it is inevitable that a
fresh infusion of money will have to be put.
into circulation in order that industry may
survive. It is now on record that industry
never pays out as much in dividends, wages
or salaries as will be sufficient to buy the
goods which it produces and, unless there is
a fresh infusion of capital, industry stag-
nates.

The point I wish to make is that it is
criminal for a Government to borrow credit
from private institutions, or even in-
dividuals, as a debt against the nation. The
only institution that has the right to manu-
facture money, and issue credit because it
takes the place of money, is the Common-
wealth Bank. By virtue of the introduction
of the cheque system private institutions
have been able to use the nation's credit a-,
though it belongs to them because every
issue made by a hank is a lien on future
production, which is the nation's credit.
Eveny issue is a lien against future pro-
duction and those who produce the real
wealth of the nation and, if it produces it,
it must ultimately belong to the nation and
the nation's hank must be the only bank,.
The nation's bank should be the only bank
permitted to use the nation's credit, and this
credit should be used for the benefit of the
people. Because of this, I have been par-
fi~larly hostile to the Commonwealth for
its action in perpetuating this vicious system
which -has now reached almost a criminal

Strange aS it may seem, the report of a
Royal Commission appointed by the Ownc
Prime Minister, Mr. Lyons, had no hesita-
tion in declaring that, because of the powers
conferred upon the Commonwealth Bank, it
could give financial accommodation to any
individual or Government free, of cost. I
have a copy of the report of the Royal Comi-
mnission appointed to inquire into the alone-
tary and banking systems and to report
whether any and if so, what alterations are
desirable in the interests of the people of
Australia and the manner in which any such
alterations should be effected. I wish to
quote paragraphs 503 and 504 at page 196.
It may be irksome to members to listen to
these quotations, but it would be of little
use my' making an assertion along those
lines unless I quoted some authority in sup-
port. These quotations should enable
members to appreciate that where we are
drifting must be towards industrial slavery
unless the policy is changed. The report
states-

503. The central bank in the Australian sys-
temt is the Commonwealth Bank of Australia.
This bank is a public institution engaged in
the discharge of a public trust. As the cen-
tral bank, its special function is to regulate
the volume of credit in the national interest,
and its distinctive attribute is its control of
the note issue.

Within the limits prescribed by lawv, it has
the poawer to print and issue notes as legal
tender money, and every obligation undertaken
by the Conmnonwealth 'Bank is backed by this
po .vc: of creating money with which to dis-
charge it.

504. Because of this power, the Common-
wealth Bank is able to increase the cash of
the trading banks in the ways we have pointed
out above. Because of this power, too the
Commonwealth Bank can increase the cash re-
servem3 of the trading banks; for example, it
can buy securities or other property, it can
lend to the Governments or to others in a
variety of ways, and it can even make money
available to Governments or to others free of
any Oharge.

Yet wve find that every political party, in
spite of what tile Commonwealth Bank was
instituted to do, lids perpetuated the sys-
tem of debt and taxation. Sonic change in
the system is required. Little thought
should'be necessary to enable us to realise
that wve cannot proceed much further under
the existing fiscal policy.

Many members can recall the prices of
goods and services -when no taxation or very
little taxation was the rule. -We can recall
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the gradual but none the less sure upwards
spiral of taxation and, side by side wvith
that, the upward trend in the cost of living
or goods consumed. Here I take some of
the economists to task. They are always
talking about inflation and are inclined to
overlook the major factor in the present
high eosts. They blame high wages and
shorter working hours, but seldom give the

peple the basic cause of the increase in
the cost of living and the price of goods
and services. This is due to the fact that
every penny taken from the people by way
of taxation must ultimately figure in the
prie of goods and services. It can come
from nowhere else. When we remember
that, in the year before last, the Common-
wealth took £374,000,000 out of the pockets
of the people in all forms of taxation, and
that all this must figure in the prices of
goods and services, how can we expect to
keep dawn the cost of living? To do so
would be ridiculous in the extreme.

Every member knows from experience
that a few years ago we could purchase
all we required in the way of clothing or
foodstuffs at a fraction of the present
prices. There was very little taxation in
those days. Today, not only have those
costs doubled and trebled, but the goods
have also declined in actual quality to the
extent of 50 per cent., some even more,
and the unfortunate taxpayer is thus being
robbed both ways, firstly, by the excessive
price he has to pay and, secondly, by the
inferior quality of the goods supplied. This
has been mainly brought about by the fiscal
policy which all Governments, irrespective
of party, have pursued.

The first request I made to the Premier
was, I think, missed byy him. 1P should like
him to consider presenting to Parliament
annually so long as he remains in office-
the period might be brief-a complete ball
ance sheet, not a financial statement, with
a valuation of all the assets of the State.
Further, I should lik9 him to obtain the
best legal advice on the Constitution insofar
as it applies to a State-owned hank. There
can be no doubt about the spirit~of the
Constitution, which provided that the
State should have sovereign rights in a given
direction and that the Commonwealth
should function within specific powers dele-
crated to it. But there is a conflict in the
Constitution as regards hanking.

Before dealing specifically with that
point, I should like to say that banking
practice has shown that it is quite safe
for an institution to issue credit at a ratio
of approximately £10 to £1; in other words,
£10 worth of credit to every one pound bheld
in legal tender. So credits depend upon
the liquidity of the assets held by a bank
in the waV of legal tender. A hank dare
not exceed that ratio lest there be a run
on its funds. Banking is fraudulent be-
cause, obviously, if every depositor wished
to collect his funds, the bank would have
to close its doors; it simply could not meet
the demands, seeing that it had issued
credits far in advance of the legal tender
held. But it is safe enodgh to work on
that ratio because, during normal times,
people do not call upon the banks to de-
liver.

Mr. Mane: They did on our savings bank.

Mr. 'MARSHALL: Yes, and also in New
South Wales, but the action was taken in
Newv South Wales to bring Mr. Lang into
disrepute. Little did the people realise that
Mr. Long was the greatest champion of their
cause. As a result of a discussion at the
Premiers' Confetence, the Premiers' Plan
was evolved, but Mr. Lung was the one man
who stood out against the banks. No won-
der efforts were made to pour vials of wrath
on his head. No bank can be said to be in
a solid position unless it has some guarantee
that the cash it holds is somewhat near to
conformity' with what the nation can pro-
duce in the way of real wealth, allowing
for the credit issued for the production of
that wealth.

In an attempt to solve the problem I have
been seeking authorities to show what the
framers of the Constitution actually intend-
ed. Section 51 of the Commonwealth Con-
stitution provides that the Commonwealth
shall have power over banking except State
banking. In Volume 1 of the Common-
wealth Acts, 1901-35, at page 21, I find the
following;-

Banking other than S'tate banking; also
State banking extending beyond the limits of
the State concerned: the incorporation of
banks and the issue of paper money.

When the Constitution was framed, paper
money was little known. Currency con-
sisted chiefly of gold and silver coins. I
hold in high esteem the wise men who
framned the Constitution. They were
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men of great vision, though cautious, and I
suppose they -had very little knowledge of
banking. It would be of little use giving
the States full power to conduct their own
banks while the Commonwealth held the
power over the note issue. To assert that a
State might create a bank of its own and to
permit it to function without authority to
control its own monetary unit would be
tantamount to saying that the State could
indulge in banking, but only at the mercy
of the Commonwealth, because if the Com-
monwealth Treasurer so desired he could
cause a run on the bank and refrain from
issuing sufficient legal tender to supply the
demand, having regard to the run upon it,
and the bank would have to close, as it did
in New South Wales. But that is not the
only point I want to make. In Section 115,
on page 84 of the same volume, appears
the following:-

The State shall not coin motley nor make
anything but gold or silver coin legal tender
in payment of debts.

That is a remarkable provision, having re-
gard to Section 61, and I do not know of
any State Government having made any
form of money legal tender. TO do not
think there is an Act anywhere in the Comn-
monwealth, outside the Comm onwealth laws,
that has anything to do with making gold
and silver, or even notes, legal tender. At
first sight one would think that that gave
the Commonwealth supreme power over the
State so far as its banking was concerned.
But if that is so, it is a distinct contradic-
tion of the spirit of the Constitution, be-
cause if a State was authorised under the
Constitution to control its own banking, it
must have the wherewithal to control its
functions. I want the Treasurer to go fully
into that matter and see if he cannot get
some constitutional lawyer to tell him
exactly what this provision really means.

The Minister for Education: Do you not
think that it was lack of vision on the part
of the framers of the Constitution?

-Mr. MARSHALL: It was; but in their
day things were different from what they
are now. In those days the currency was
nearly all gold, silver and bronze, and there
were very few notes. But whatever applied
to the coining of gold and silver monetary
units must surely apply to the note issue
now. I am not a constitutional lawyer, or
a lawyer of even the lowest mentality, so I

cannot see but that there is a distinct con-
tradiction about which I would like the
Treasurer to spend a few shillings or a few
pounds in securing an opinion.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: You will not get
that for a few shillings!

Mr. MNARSHALL: I was particularly in-
terested in the judgment given by the Corn-
mnonwe-aith High Court under, I think, Sec-
tion 48 of the 1945 Commonwealth Act,
which was passed through the Common-
wealth Parliament, wherein it was demanded
that all local authorities and State Govern-
mients should do business with the Common-
wealth Rank. Members will know that that
was challenged and some of the comament-
by the judges on that particular occasion,
were most interesting. They left no doubt
in my mind that the States, within those.
powers delegated to them, were completely
sovereign and the Commonwealth Govern-
ment had no right to interfere. Their deci-
sion on that occasion implied that. But
some of the summing up by the respective-
judges, particularly the Chief Justice, Sir
John Lathamn, was more than interesting.
In the report in the Melbourne "Herald"
on the 13th August, the Chief Justice had
this to say-

The Federal Government had fuill power of
legislating with respect to the currency of Aus-
tralia under Section 51 of the Commonwealth
Constitution . ... It was a Parliament which
possessed only ''enumerated or selected legis-
lative powers"-a proposition "as to which
this court has never faltered."

Further on he said-
It was one thing, however, for a Government

to establish a bank for the purpose of doing
the banking business of that Government. But
it wl.al quite a different thing for the Federal
Parliament to establish a bank and require the
States to do all their business with that bank.

Later, he went on-
The Federal Parliament had no power to

make laws with respect to State governmental
functions ats such-

And if one of our functions is banking, the
Commonwealth Government has no right
and no power, as stated here, to interfere--

and the State Parliaments had no power to
make laws with respect to Commonwealth Gov-
errunetal functions as such.

Mr. Justice Rich, in offering some com-
ments, bad this to say-

Theo Commonwealth Constitution expressly
provided for the continued existence of the
States. -Any action by the Commonwealth



196 [ASSEMBLY]1

whivh would prevent a State from continuing
to exist and function as such is necessarily
invalid.

We cannot function without money. We
can, under the Constitution, have our own
bank; and it is on the Treasurer to prove
conclusively that we can control the note
issue or get some guarantee from the Comn-
monwealth that the note issue will not be
denied us. Talking of the sovereignty of
the Commonwealth I would like to quote a
statement by Dr. Evatt who, I think, we all
accept na being a fairly keen, authority on
eonsti'utionalt law. JIn the "Australian
Labour Leader" at page 545 he states-

This is rather a matter of termnblogy, but
Tiolman was quite justified in voicing a com-
plaint. Curiously enough, since the decision
referred to by him, it has been authoritatively
declared that, within their sphere, the Stntes
are just as mach ''Sovereign'' as the Coin-
monwealtb within its sphere . . . . The powers
of thle States within those limits are as plenary
as are the powers of the Commonwealth.

So there it is stated by certain renowned
authorities that we are just as sovereign as
the Commonwealth within those respective
powers conferred upon Governments; or
Pa-liaments, under the Constitution. I
understand that it is not altogether ethical
to make any reference in this Chamber to
what might be sqaid to be a little exchange
of courtesies outside t-he Chamber, bit
during the tea adjournment I was confer-
ring with a very fine, intelligent and worthy
representative of this Chamber who has had
some experience in the banking world, and
he doubted the accuracy of a statement I
madle. I feel that he was justified in doing
so because he has been a banker, or a
banker's employee, and I have never been
inside a bank, not so far as rendering a ser-
vice is concerned. I feel, too, that it is
necessary for me to quote some authorities
on banking to give members an idea of what
we must accept as being authoritative state-
ments on banking and banking practices. I
htave here Vol. 1 of "Hansard" of 1939,
and at page 114 is a reference to the state-
-merit of H. D. Meteod. No-one will dis-
pute his right to speak on this matter. Hle
-was at one time Chancellor of the Exchequer
in England and is a noted writer on bank-
ing. 'He is not a Communist, or even a
Labour man.

The Minister for Works: That must have
been a long while ago-Mr. MeLeod!l

Mr. MARSHALL: Yes. It shows how
long we have been waking up to it! It is
a long- time since he wrote his book, "The
Theory and Practice of Banking."

The Minister for Works: What year?

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: What speech are
you reading?

Mr. MARSHALL: None. I am reading a
quotation from this book. I hope members
will not start to wriggle away from it or to
challenge authorities. They can get the
book and cheek up themselves, I do not
want to do it again. The quotation is here
word for word. If any member doubts me
be can get the book; it is in the library. I
do not know that I should bie forced to
bring the book down here every time I want
to quote from it. It is simpler to read the
quotations front "Hansard"l than to look
through the books themselves. McLeod
said-

The essential and distinctive feature of aL
bank and a banker is to create and issue
credits payable on demnand, and this credit ii
intended to be put into circulation anad to serve
a ll the purposes of money. A batik, therefore,
is not an office for the borrowing and lending
of money; but it is a mantifaetory of credit.
In the laudguage of banking a deposit anld anl
issue are thle same thing.
As my hon. friend would know! Another
authority, Davenport, in his "Economies4 of
Enterprise," states-

Banks do not lend their deposits hut, by ex-
painsion of credfits, create deposits.

Mir. TRovell: How long ago was this?

Air. MARSHALL: Whiat does it matted?
The practice is the same. When (lid the
practice change?

Mr. Bovell: That is not my practical
experience.

Mr. MARSHALL: T know. It would not
he the hon. member's practical experience
because he has none.

Mr. Hoar: They must have kept him in
the dark.

Mr. MARSHALL: Would the hon. mem-
ber recognise J. M. Keynes as an anithorityi
le is more modern. It is not so long ago
since he was playing a part in the Ex-
cequer.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: He has never been
to Busselton!

Mr. MARSHALL: He had this to say-
There can be no doubt that all deposits are

created by the banks.
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Then there is R. Gf. Hawtrey, who, in his
"Trade Depression and the Way Out," says-

When a bank lends, it creates money out of
nothing.
We had the Commonwealth Bank starting
without anything. These authorities point
out very clearly what banks are doing. I
have here the British hank officials' journal,
"Branch Banking," of July, 1938, in -which
it is stated-

There is no more unprofitable subject under
the sun titan to argue any banking or credit
points, because there are enough substantial
quotations in existence to prove to the unini-
tiated that banks do create credit without re-
straint and that they do create the means of
repayment within themselves.

Hon. A. Rt. G. Hawke: You have not any
book on the subject written by W. S. Bovell,
have you?

Mr. MARSHALL: I could read many
more similar quotations. I am surprised
that the member for Sussex has inot given
the subject some study. All the authorities
I have quoted are available in our Parlia-
mentary library.

Mr. Fox: Bank employees are not con-
cerned with that sort of stuff.

Mr. MARSHALL: I do not know about
that, but when I was engaged iu industry I
took a keen interest in it, and if any
problem confronted me I found a solution,
or got hold of someone who could give it to
me. That is the difference evidently, be-
tween us. Surely any member giving this
subject just a little consideration can see its
evil aspects. It is of little use for the
present Treasurer to castigate the Leader
of the Opposition, or vice versa, because we
ean go back probably 35 or 40 years and
learn that each and every Treasurer, wsith
very few exceptions, found it imnpracticable
to give effect to his policy to create national
works, which he knew to be of an urgent
character, and of great necessity to the
people. We all know that.

We have nothing more glaring than what
happened in 1990-than the power which
the international octopus had over all coun-
tries and all nations. They called it the
Premiers' Plan. It was nothing of the kind.
It emanated from -Sir Otto Niemeyer and
Professor Gregory, -whose real name, I be-
lieve, was Guggenheim. It is nice to have
an English name; and in his ease it cove-red
a multitude of sins and viciousness. They
were the individuals who drew up the

Premiers' Plan, hut see how snidely they
put it on to the Governments!1

Mr. Bovell: But the depression was world-

wide!

Mr. MARSHALL: Yes, and it was a
worldwide oligarchy which created and
fomented it. They would have had it on us
in 1923, also, if it had not been for Sir
Denison Miller with the Commonwealth
Bank. As fast as they sold securities he
bought. them, and as fast as they ea~led up
overdrafts he issued credits. 1t was Mr.
Stanley Melbourne Bruce and Sir Earl Page
who stopped that in 1924. Bruce has fre-
quently been referred to as Australia's
noblest son. Some of these individuals ought
to be put on trial for treason against the
nation. I hear a lot about the Communists,,
today, but who financed Hitler? The man
who instigated the financing of Hitler now-
smokes cigars and drinks champagne in-.
London.

Mr. Leslie: It was not the member for-
Sussex.

Mr. MARSHALL: He probably would
have been had up had he done so.

.Mr. Leslie: He smokes cigars.

Mr. MARSHALL: There is the serious-
ness of men who come here to do something
for the welfare of the State! Before this
session is out each and everyone of u~s will
have taken the Treasurer to task because he
cannot give us all we want as he has not
the money to do so. All too frequently
have I seen that happen in this Chamber.
This country was never more wealthy than
in 1930, but our factories were stopped be-
cause there was no sale for the goods they
manufactured. The warehouses were chock-
full of them. In the area represented by
the member for Sussex, where the people go
in for dairying, milk was being poured
down the sink because it could not be sold.

We had a record harvest of 53 million
bushels of wheat, and then Sir Otto Me-
meyer and his satellites told us it was a
poor country and we would have to draw in
our belts. Professor Copland reiterated it,
and he was rewarded for his part, and has
been ever since, by all Governments. Het
then went to America where he said that
the solution of the depression in Australia
was a failure, and that he wvas not asked to
put up a programme, but only to solve the
pro 2lem under the direction of Sir Otto
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Niemeyer. They succeeded in their inten-
tions; they reduced the standard of living
in Australia by 50 per cent. and starved
hundreds of thousands of people in the
process.

The Honorary Minister: At what price
was Russia selling its wheat at that particu-
lar time? It was at Is. a bushel.

Mr. 'MARSHALL: I think the Honorary
Minister might leave Russia, the Russians
and everything that has a rush about it,
alone. She is too old; she is right out of
,date. No member can deny wvhat I am say-
ig about that depression period. It was
worldwide. It started in America, spread
to England and then to Australia. It was
created internationally by the international
banks. When Mr. Savage or Mr. Fraser
went to England to arrange financial accom-
modation involving about £9,000,000-a con-
version loani-Montagu Norman had no
hesitation in telling him to "Go back to
New Zealand and reduce the standard of
living. It is too high." And that is what
they had to do. Where is the power of a
Government when an outside influence such
as that can dictate the terms and conditions
under which it shall exist politically?

In order that members may realise what
statesmen have experienced in the past in
relation to the banking system that we seem
to cherish so dearly, I will give some further
references. Dealing with the human race
in general, it seems to be that the crueller
we arc and the mucre drastically we deal
with people the more we are appreciated by
them. We are practically enslaved by
money power today and yet wye have alleged
or potential statesmen who say, "No, do not
elhange it." Could anything be worse than
what we have experienced in the last 2.5 to
30 years, with two world wars and a depres-
sion between them?

We now have another war and another
depression on the horizon and hoth of them
will come upon us unless there is a change
in the fiscal policy and unless some indivi-
-duals are robbed of the power that they
have and which they will certainly use un-
less prevented from doing so. It is a power
that should belong to Governments. From
'Vol. 1 of "Hansard" of 1940 I will quote
to show the experience of statesmen who
confessed what has happened and will
happen again. At page 1317 there is a quo-
tation from Abraham Lincoln, who said-

I have two great enemies, the Southern army
in front of me and the financial institutions
in the rear. Of tho two, the one in the rear is
my greater foe.

He knew them, and they knew him, and
they cost him his life when he endeavoured
to refornm them. William Jennings Bryan
said-

The Money power preys upon the nation in
times of peace and conspires against it in
times of adversity. It is more despotic than
monarchy, more insolent than autocracy, more
selfish than bureaucracy. It denounces, as pub-
lic enemies, all who question its methods or
throw light upon its crimes.

J. T. Lang could speak feelingly on that.
The Lord Chief Justice of England in 1875
said-

The issue that has swept down the centuries
and will have to be fought sooner or late? is
the people versus the banks.

Thomas Jefferson, a great writer on bank-
ing and monetary reform, said-

If the American people ever allow the pri-
vate banks to control the issuance of their cur-
rency" first by inflation and then by deflation,
the corporation that will grow up around them
will deprive the people of all their property,
until their children will wake up homeless on
the continent their fathers conquered.

That position is not far off now. An in-
quiry was held into the banking system of
Canadla and Mr. Towers, the Governor of
the Bank of Canada, was cross-examined by
Alr. M1-Ceer, K.C. I will quote from page
1314 of the same volume of "Htansard" to
show the member for Sussex that his con-
victions on banking are entirely wrong. If
he looks up these authorities and gives their
views everyday application he will find that
he has been on the wrong track. This quota-
tion is as follows:-

Mfr. Mfleer: When you allow thc merchant
bianking system to issue bank deposits, with
thle practice of using cheques, you virtually
allow the banks to issue an effective subs9ti-
tute for money, do you not?

Mr. Towers: Tho hank deposits are actually
money in that sense.

Mir. Moflecer: As a matter of fact, they are
not actual money but credit, hook-keeping ac-
counts which are used as a substitute for
money?

Mr. Towers: Yes.

.Mr. MeGeer: Then we authorise the banks
to issue a substitute for money?

Mr. Towers: Yes, I think that is a very,
fair statement ef banking.
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Mr, MeGeer: Would you admit that any-
thing physically possible and desirable can be
miade, financially possible?

Mr. Towers: Certainly.

All that is wrong with our glorious country
is that we are pursuing a fiscal policy that
must ultimately enslave us. That goes with-
out further argument. Another point fre-
quently raised in the Press and used by
economists and writers-particularly those
paid by the bankers for expounding their
vicious theories-is the argument about in-
flation. Every time that anyone such as
myself rises to advocate a change in the
flscal policy and refers to the nation's credit
an Aunt Sally is erected, and they say, "He
is going to create millions of notes and de-
base the currency." It is nothing of the
kind.

No monetary reformer that I know of has
ever advocted the printing of millions of
notes and the causing of inflation, although
that is a good way in which to put up an
Aunt Sally and then knock it down again.
Such a policy has never been advocated by
mne. Strange, as it may seem, before the
recent war started, Australia had about
£45,000,000 of money, legal tender, in
circulation, and a debt against it of
£1L,300,000,000. The rest of it, of course, was
credit issues. I have never advocated the
printing of millions of notes to cause infla-
tion and I disagree too with those writers
who will always place the responsibility for
inflation upon the cost of labour and the
shorter working week. In this age of
mecbanisation the wage-earner should be re-
ceiving some advantage from it, hut he does
not. Take the farmer! When I was a boy
farmers started work before daylight and
finished after sunset and in those days, they
only had ain ox or a horse and a single-fur-
row plough.

Today farmers have a tractor and a 12-
furrow mould-board plough which does fifty
times the tilling done in the early days.
Not so long ago W. D. and H. '0. Wills in-
stalled a machine in Sydney. They had 700
girl operatives and after the installation of
the machine 697 of these girls were dis-
charged, allowing three to operate this
machine. What did they get from the intro-
duction of miechanisation?

I well -remember Sir Hal Colebatch taking
me to task on one occasion and using this
same argument by putting up his own, Aunt

Sally and kicking it down again. Let us
se just exactly what causes inflation. I
have already said that every penny taken
out of the pockets of the people per medium
of taxation must ultimately figure in the cost
of goods and services. It cannot come from
anywhere else. It is by virtue of monetising
the volume of wealth over a given period and
turning it into money that it is possible to
derive taxation. Some members are con-
stantly complaining about the producer nort
being able to pass the cost on to the con-
sumer, but the question of taxation must be
taken into account. After all, if it is not he
will be producing at a loss.

Inflation is caused in two different ways,
and the one principle used is that if we
find a sadden increase in the purchasing
power of the community without a corre-
sponding increase in the production of real
wea!th then we will experience inflation.
But I advoca~e that the Commonwealth
Banik should do as that report says it can
do. Let us see how cumbersome such a
system would be. We will assume that the
Government requires 30 millions of money
and borrows it for this year. I will show
how, snidely the Press reporters or their
financial editors maisrepresent the position.
The Government borrows 30 millions of
money.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: It will need more
than that.

Mr. MARSHALL: The Government hor-
rows it at five per cent. interest. The Press
will not complain about that at all, but let
the Government get that amount from the
Commonwealth Bank interest free, then
they say it is inflation. Which of the two
is :nflationary? The credit issued debt free
or the c-red it issued with interest attached?
Taxation must tigui-e in the price of goods
and] services from which interest is drawn;
doe~s that not cause inflation? Of course it
does, but that is the policy which these.
writers pursue. Debt-free money is infla-
tion, they say, hut as long as it has an
interest ttailing behind it in perpetuity and
for all time then it is not inflation. Yet we
borrow exactly the same amount and for
cxa-tly the same time.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: I bet the Premier
wishes he knew where to get it.

Mr. iWARSHLALL: I repeat, we must
realise that there is an international gang
which lis long since kept complete control
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per medium of 33 reserve banks throughout
the world, and organised from America. I
well remember Reginald McKenna making
a statement that no power on earth was
greater than the power of the Central Re-
serve Bank of America. Again, I remem-
ber the chairman of the Central Reserve
Bank of America-his name is Burach or
something like that-who -was the technical
financial adviser to the American Govern-
ment during the first World War. When
a Congressional Committee was appointed
to inquire into the banking system of
America, this man was questioned by one
of the committee as to the power he pos-
sessed during the war seeing that he was
also chairman of the Central Reserve Bank
of America and of other banks which were
interlocked with it. This man had complete
power over the industrial and economic life
of America aind admitted that he was the
most powerful man in America at that time.

I noticed during this last war that all
loans had a special mission, about them. It
was not so much the volume of money people
-were asked to subscribe, but the raking in
of new subscribers. The number of people
who subscribed was the most important
factor. Why! Because these people were
trying to prop up a financial system which
vannot. possibly last much longer and the
more subscribers there arc, the harder it is
to -reform the monetary system, that is &he
idea of getting large numbers of people to
buy certificates and to subscribe to loans.
It was done throughout America, England
and Australia. So I believe that the late
Reginald McKenna, who has nlow gone over
the great divide, did try to do much to
save England and failed because of Montagu
Norman, the American representative who
was then Governor of the Bank of England
and who finaned Hitler before the last
war. Mlontagu Norman was knighted for his
treasonable behaviour towards the people
and now drinks champagne and smokes
cigars midst those whose misery is of his
making. Reginald MeKenna said that those
who control the nation's money hold in the
hollow of their hands the destiny of that
country.

So we can go on requesting Mfinisters to
give attention to things long overdue and
for improved buildings for schools, the re-
duction in water supplies which is becoming
almost intolerable on the Goldfilds, and to
give us better facilities in a hundred and
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one diff erent ways, but I know that while I
plead for it, or even fight for it, it is hope-
less under this financial system. Until
members wake up to the fact that to permit
private ownersip of the nation's credit is
wrong, it will not be possible to solve any
great problems.

MR. YATES (Canning) [8.40] : On
perusing the Lieut.-Governor's Speech, a
copy of which was supplied to all members,
I find that lying before us is a period that
can be prosperous or otherwise according to
the activities of my Government. I am
very pleased to say that in the past 12
months my Government has performed
creditably. It has undertaken many new
works, it has made many bold moves which,
of necessity, has meant the spending of
much more finance than would normally be
the cawe, had it been allowed to plod along
in the same old way as the previous Govern-
ment. Therefore, comments which are
voiced by the Opposition regarding the
alarming increase in expenditure can only
be justified whent we review the works per-
formed by the Government and the money
spent -in various avenues for expanding our
State.

If this State is to expand, irresp~ective of
wvhether our finance is controlled by the
international gangsters as mentioned by the
previous speaker, or otherwise, it -is neces-
sary for us to spend money which at the
moment we do not own, some of which
comes to us through the good grae,~ of the
Commonwealth. Grants omumission, and the
remainder from Our Own efforts through
State taxation. On reviewing the history
of Western Australia from its inception, I
find that Governments, both present and
past, have been through periods of depres-
sion and of great prosperity. In those
days, the Government then in power in-
curred great expenditure for the develop-
ment not only of Western Australia but in
assisting the Commonwealth to make this
part of Australia a worthy contributor to
the ultimate success of the country'., future.
One great scheme which I am going to dwell
on tonight was instituted in the early part
of the century, and prior to that much
money and resources wvent into it namely,
the Goldfields water undertaking.

As a resident of the Goldfields for many
yenrs, I feel that I have sufficient knowledge
to be able to speak on the disabilities under
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which people in the Golduifelds and farming
districts serviced by the Goldfields water
supply scheme suffer, to bring before the
notice of the House the difficulties they have
to contend with concerning high water
charges. In the periods 1897 to 1912, the
operating expenses of the Goldufields water
undertaking amounted to £586,972. In the
years 1946-47, the operating expenses were
£193,748. Although I brought in the early
period, 1897 to 1912, which was quite a
lengthy period, on looking through the
ligures supplied in the annual report of the
Department of Public Works for the finan-
cial year 1946-47, 1 find that the expenditure
on that scheme fluctuated only according to
the periods through which the country was
passing, that is, periods of depression or
prosperity.

During World War 1, from 1014 to 1920,
the average expenditure was in the vicinity
of £E85,000 per year for operational work.
The operational expenses rose sharply after
the war, reaching the peak in 192!q-30 of
£147,000. Then, during the depression
yeari, the figures dropped back to £93,000,
but since then there has been a steady
growth of expenses incurred in operating
the Goldfields water supply scheme until we
find today that the figures supplied for the
previous year represent the greatest yearly
expenditure incurred since its inception.
Looking on thu other side of the operations
of this undertaking, we find that the accu-
mulated loss since the inception of the
scheme, amounts to £2,184,431, not such a
great amount of money when one analyses
the extent of that huge undertaking, the
people that it has serviced faithfully, and
the un-bounded good it has done in expanding
industries covered by the scheme.

We did have some surpluses during those
periods under review. The first surplus
occurred in 1930-31 amounting to £2,900,
and there iws a surplus of £32,000 in
1937-38, but in 1939-40 it dropped back to
C21,000, and there was, a deficiency running
into £E50,000 to £60,000 p~er year from 1941
e)nwnrdlk'. In a big scheme like that, which is
servicinlg to a large extent our most import-
ant mine;ral deposit, that is the Golden Mile
and to a lesser extent, the Notuernan gold-
field, I feel that a deficit of £53,000 a year,
which is the figure for 1946-47, is not such a
!-,reat amount considering everything that has
beein done from 1897 to 1947. The time is ripe

for a review of the position, for a flat rats
for water not only for Goldfields residents
or the farmers comprising the population
between Mundaring and Kalgoorlie, or the
miners at Norsemnan, but for all other places
in the outback of this State. This would act
as art incentive for greater production,
and for people to leave the metropolitan
area and establish themselves in country,
districts where they might be urged to assist
in the expansion of our State's industries.

There are many avenues in which these
people can work. They can go to the Gold-
fields and take on mining. They could go
into other parts of the country and under-
take farming and sheep-raising. Ther is
quite at number of pursuits that such people
could engage in of only an incentive were
given_ thema to leave the metropolitan area
with all its comforts, its cheaper travelling
facilities, its cheaper rate for electrical cur-
rent, and above all the greatest necessity of
life? cheaper water. Residents of the metro-
politan area have the benefit of an exeep-'
tionnily good water scheme at a very cheap
rate for the water consumied.

A few days ago, the member for Mt.
Magnet spoke of people in a part of his em-
torate having been informed by the Water
Supply Department that a coneesional rate
of 2s. 6d. per 1,000 gallons solely for grow-
ing vegetables and granted by the Govern-
ment in the early part of the war, 1042, I
believe, had been discontinued. This con-
cession was granted at a time when the
country was faced wvith a lack of manpower
owig to the war, and it was very difficult
for people to procure vegetables. The Gov-
ernment of the day supplied water at a
cheap rate to enable these people to produce
an urgently-needed commodity. One would
have thought that such a concession, granted
in at time of need, would be continued as an
incentive to the people who had done their
bit during the war. Property holders in
the couantry were man powered because they
had to produce wheat and all sorts of work
had to be done that required manpower.
These people did their hit by producing so
that other men could leave to fight for the
protection of the country. The time is op-
portune for the Government to, declare its
attitude regarding this important question
to people in the outback country.

The Goldfields water scheme bae proved
itself through bad times and good sinice
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1897, and the Government would be doing
a great service, not only to the people
already settled in the country but also to
others who might be induced to take up
their residence in the country if it provided
the incentive of cheaper water. Such a
concession might welt prove to be an import-
ant factor in the future prosperity of the
State. When the originators of the scheme
considered ways and means to obtain
finance, I ant sure they did not visits-
lise that the goldmining industry would
ceontinue as it has done. There were state-
ments long ago that the Goldfields were
practicaly finished, but those men had great
vision and courage and decided to commit
the State to this huge undertaking, one
which received worldwide recognition as an
outstanding engineering font of the day.
Time has proved how outstandingly success-
ful the scheme has been, not only for the
users of the water hut also for Australia as
a whole.

During the period of the depression men-
tioned by the member for Murchison, ihe
great hardship suffered by the people would
have been much worse had not this State
been able to produce the gold so urgently
needed to enable Australia to obtain credit
oversea. Without an adequate water supply,
the mines might have been closed down
years ago. A similar scheme introduced
into the agricultural districts will prove just
as successful, and I urge the Minister for
Works to bring before the House in the
near future a concrete proposal for granting
concessions to people using the Goldfields
scheme as well as other country water sup-
pilies, even if it means that metropolitan con-
sumers must bear slightly increased rates to
meet the deficiency. Of course there will be
squeals from people throughout the metro-
politan area, which is probably the reason
why previous Governments did not have the
courage to increase the metropolitan rate in
order to benefit country users. By so doing,
votes might have been lost. It is immaterial
to me whether metropolitan users complain
or not. If I can see that the State as a whole
will benefit by the introduction of a flat rate
for water, I shall be prepared to endorse
any move that may be made by this or any
other Government to give effect to that
policy.

Hon. A, Rt. G1. Hawke: I wonder what the
Treasurer thinks of it.

Mr. YATES: I do not think that any
member of the Opposition would say that
money so spent would be wasted, taking into
consideration tho beneft that would be con-
ferred upon so many people. It would he
an important step for the Government to
take, and I hope the Minister for Works
will consider the suggestion.

Mention has been made of the stability of
the goldinining industry, the present high
cost of production and the fixed price for
goldI which does not permit of the working
Of low-grade mines. Some of these low-
grade mines have had to close down owing
to the high cost of material, the introduction
of the shorter working week and other dis-
abilities, some of them caused by the world
war. The Government should be vitally in-
terested in the future of the goldmining in-
dustry as well as in the development of
other mineral resources with which this
State abounds. I suggest that a committee
of experienced men be appointed to make a
complete investigation and report on the
mineral resources of the State, the expensesi
incurred in producing gold, iron-ore, and
other minerals and to present to the Gov-
ernment a scheme which would ensure not
only the future of those industries, but the
prosperity I have mentioned.

We read of the alarm felt by the comn-
panics (in the Golden M3ile about the nece,,.
sity for closing down some of the smaller
]Uines controlled by them. The comppanieC
state that the small production does not war-
rant the heavier expenditure involved; and
although those mines could produer fairly
large quantities of gold], the companies eon-
not work them at a loss. The closing down
of thos mines would be a loss to the Com-
mionwealth also. We have no desire to see
our goldmining industry falling into the
doldrums as it did in 1924 to such an extent
that even tually the Commonwealth had to
offer inducements to enable the industry to
be carried on. Subsequently the price of gold
increased, but unfortunately the cost of pro-
duction increased also. I am sorry to say
that the cost of production today has virtu-
ally overtaken the price of gold itself.

Mr. Kelly: It overtook the price of gold
12 months ago.-

Mr. YATES: Not quite, if one will read
some of the balance sheets of the smaller
companies. The industry, as a whole, is
slipping back. Some individual companies,
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working good deposits, are making a little
headway. Unless the Government takes
some active interest in this most important
industry I am afraid these mines will close
down. They are falling out of production
without much publicity and the men work-
ing in them will be drifting to the metro-
politan area. I have suggested two means
by which the men may be retained on the
Goldfields. One was that water charges
should be reduced, and the other that a
committee should be appointed to investi-
gate the manner in which the Government
.might assist the future development and
expansion of the industry, whether by finan-
cial assistance or by some other method.

I am afraid that it is left to private mem-
bers of Parliament, using such opportunities
as the debate on the Address-in-reply, to
bring forcibly to the attention of the House
what is happening in their electorates. But
nothing happens. What they say is reported
in "Hansard" and, unless some member in
the distant future asks for a copy of "Han-
sard" to refer to the speeches, no-one re-
members that the matter was brought up in
the House. But if a committee were formed
to advise the Government, something could
be achieved.

lion. A. H. Panton: Ye;, we know!I

Mr. YATES: It need not be a Royal
Comimission, either.

Eon. A. H. Pan ton: The report would go
into a pigeon-hole and be forgotten, too.

Hon. A. R. G. Uawke: What we need is
a committee to control the Government.

Mr. YATES: I think the Government, as
a committee, is controlling the position very
well. Such a committee would be a move
in the right direction, as it would give the
necessary publicity to the industry both here
and in the Commonwealth sphere.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Where do you sug-
gest we could get such a committee?

Mr. YATES: I am not the Government,
but only a member.

Hon. A. H1. Pan ton: A very important
one.

Mr. YATEiS: Msention has been made of
housing. Many statements were made on
the subject by the Leader of the Opposition
on one day, and the next day the Minister

for Rousing made a statement reviewing the
figuares quoted by the Leader of the Opposi-
tion. But what do figures mean9 They do
not mean houses. They are figures and
nothing else. I am quite convinced that the
house-building programme in the past 12
months has been most encouraging. I admit
quite freely that the Government took over
a housing schcme that was already well
under way.

.Hon. A. H. Panton: Hear, hear!I

Mr. YATES: I did not see anything in
the report of the Royal Commission on
Housing that refie~ted in any way on home-
building itself.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: Are you satisfied
with the progress made?

Mr. YATES: No. I shall never be, until
every person needing a home is housed,

The 'Premier: Hear, hear!

Mr. YATES: I am satisfied with what
the present Minister for Housing has done.
I do not think any other member of this
House could do a better job than he is do-
ing' at the moment, I say that quite sin-
cerely. He has investigated every scheme
that it has been possible to investigate and
that might assist in speeding up the housing
programme. I am prepared to take any
member of this Chamber to South Perth to
prove that I am right in saying that houses
are being built there. I can take them to
other electorates in the metropolitan area
and to the country where they will see
ample evidence that the State housing
scheme, as introduced by the Opposition
-when in power and as carried on by this
Government, is making very creditable pro-
gress.

At the end of the year, members will he
obliged to admit, in all fairness, that pro-
gress has been maintained, especially whem
one takes into consideration the disabilities
under -which the present Government is
labouring and which were not in existence
this timae last year. There is the 40-hour
week,* which no member of the Opposition
has as yet bad the courage to discuss in the
House as being one of the reasons that have
reta-rded building operations.

Hon. J. B. Sleernan: You did not have the
courage to try to stop it. Your Government
withdre!w the State's advocate.
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Mr. YATES: The present Government
did not do it at all. The Government was
quite symlpatbetie and did not interfere with
the application for the 40-hour week at all.

lion. J. B3. Sleeman: Nonsense!

Mr. YATES: We now have the 40-hour
week.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: In defiance of you!

Mr. YATES: Not at all. Twelve months
ago I said in this House that I was in
favour of the 40-hour week, but I did not
want it introduced then. During the past
12 months figures have proved-and they
do not lie, according to the Leader of the
Opposition when he produced figures relat-
ing to housing-that production bad
dropped back in Australia owing to the in-
troduet ion of the 40-hour week.

Mr. Reynolds: I can assure you that pro-
duction is not down in most of the mills in
my electorate.

Mr. YATES: I am pleased to hear the
bon. rnber say so. It does give encour-
agement to hack the 40-hour week. If all
the industries in Australia would do like-
wise, the 40-hour week would be a blessing.
But is it a blessing.) I am still hopeful that
industries in Australia will pull together,
that the men will say, "We will rely on
ar'bitrat ion; we will not break the law to
get what we want, but will pull together for
two years.3 If that were done, I am quite
certain that most of our major difficulties
would he overcome and Australia would be
in a nmch *better position. It cannot he
denied that the many strikes occurring in
the eo-alinines in the Eastern States are not
dlu. to eiiditiotls of labour, to wages or to
the 40-hour or 36-hour -week, whatever
hours the men may work. There is some
sinister influence behind it all, otherwise we
would not have eight and ten strikes every
day of the week. We would not have all
theseo stoppages. It seemns to me that they
are trying to stop industry from building
up reserves in ruse we face another world
conflict.

There are no reserves of coal in any State.
We have been trying to build up a reserve
in Western Australia. I am not saying
anything about our own mines at Collie. I
admire the production rate achieved there
over a period of years. I have nothing to
say about the recent stoppage, because I

have not been fully informed about it apart
from what I read in the Press. Taken as a
whole, the men at Collie have set a lead that
could be welt followed by the rest of the
mines in the Commonwealth,

I am now going to discuss a matter that
is very dear to me; and I feel that after
members have heard the proposal I shall
put forward, they will also have some sym-
pathy for the project even if they are not
entirely in accord with it. I speak of a
second air route between Australia and
England. For some months I have been
interested, with a number of men in Perth-
prominent in the business world, though not
all are in business-in the introduction of
an air route to connect Perth with London.
I will mention the names of the people on
the committee in order to give members an
idea of how important we feel the project
is. We have Sir Hal Colebatch, Professor
Murdoch, Mr. A. Lee; Mr. Doyle, manager
of the A.NA.; Mr. Sands, who was at one
time a great Air Force man; Mr. 0. L.
Foote, Mr. W, G. Pickering, Mr. J. Woods,
Mr. R. Moyle and Dr. Gell with Air. Q. W.
Perry as chairman of our firsit meeting, and
myself as a member.

Heon. A. TI. Panton: You seemn to be the
only working man on it.

Mr. YATES: The member for Loelerville
will see, after I have discussed this project,
that they are all workers.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise,: You know what
O.B.E. stands for.

Mr. YATES: I have heard several de-
finitions of that. We had a meeting recently
and discussed this project, and it was
pointed out by the chairman that the. pro-
posed route would be a further connecting
link betwen England and Australia. in
view of the recent troubles in India and be-
tween the Arabs and the Jews in Palestine,
the establishment of a second air route is all
the more imperative in order to link up
Australia with England. Considerable cor-
respondence bus taken place between the
committee and the Commonwealth Govern-
nment, but that Government so far has not
heel vecry sympathetic because it says it is
committed to the present route. However
the tinmo is fast approaching when either
the Commonwealth Government of Aus-
tralia or the Government of Great Britain
or the two in combination will have to de-
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cide to establish a second route in view of
the fact that the present route passes
through very troubled countries and might
at any time he -broken as a link between
Australia and England. A second route
should either be thought out as a possibility
for the near future or established not as a
emergency base but as an air route which
could function from the moment of its com-
pletion.

Recently I introduced a deputation to the
Premier to discuss this very important mat-
ter, and I have here a copy of some of the
information placed before the Premier.
First of all, the proposed route is from
Perth to Cocos Island, a distance of 1,740
miles; from Cocos to Diego Garcia, 1,490
miles; Diego Garcia to Mombasa, 1,995 miles;
Mombasa to Khartoum, 1,450 miles; Khar-
toum to Malta, 1,800 miles; and Malta to
London, 1,370 miles-a. total of 0,845 miles.
We decided to call our committee the Em-
pire Indian Ocean Air Route Committee, be-
cause we felt it was an Empire project. We
had no interest in this venture being run as
a private concern. We desired the Com-
monwtealth Government to, commence opera-
tions alone or in combination -with the
British Government. The committee was
alarmed at the lack of interest on the part
of the Commonwealth Government in pro-
viding a second line of air communication
in the event of any disruption of the pres-
ent air route to the United Kingdom.

The members of the committee had been
in communication with the Minister for Air
for the Commonwealth, but the Common-
wealth Government being committed to the
present route, he would not give any fav-
ourable reply to our request. We feel,
however, that politically and economically,
the route would be a very good one to in-
stitute. It is wveil known that in the early
stages of the -var the British Government
investigated the possibility of a route to
Australia and in fact instituted an aeroplane
route from the coast of Western Australia
across the Indian Ocean to, I think, the
southern part of South Africa. It touched
Cocos, which has a 1,200 yard airstrip at the
moment and all the aeroplane facilities avail-
able. In view of the distance between each
of the stopping places I have mentioned,
and After having contacted experts who
agree that the present Skymaster, fully

loaded, could undertake these journeys with
a safety margin, we feel the time is ripe
for some interest to be taken in the eventual
establishment of this route. We pointed out
to the Premier the advantages of the route
and I will read them to the House. They
are as follows--

1. The proposed route is of great strategic
importance iu the defence of the Empire.

(a) It travels over British territory.
('b) Its distance fraon Perth ti London is

the same as from London to Darwin,
(c) The establish meat of air route facili-

ties at Diego Garcia and Cocos with emerg-
ency landing facilities at Seychelles must be
considered as a vital link in the Empire De-
fence plan. This was instanced during World
War II, when this route was used after
Singapore wa-e cut off.

Do not forget there is always the possibility
of Singapore being cut off a second time.
It was said that it could not he done before,
but it happened.

2. The proposed route will flank up two con-
tinents 5 y a direct air service, not now linked
in direct service other than an infrequent ship-
ping service.

(a) It provides Australia with a point
of entry through a modern capital city, ink
prefexenec to a comparatively isolated area
-the economic value of this should be quite
apparent.

(b) From an airline economics point of
view this route provides a greater utilisation
of aircraft as the terminal paint of Perth
shortens the present London to Sydney ser-
'vice by 2,000 miles.

(c) The economic value of the route, con-
nectiag as it does with the existing African
airline network at Monmbasa or Nairobi,
gives Australia and Africa, for the first
time, direct air Com~muic~at ions for the
interchange of population, commerce, tour-
ists, etc.

(d) The proposed route presents ao oper-
ationa~l difficulties for land based aircraft
operations. The longest single stage of
:flight is 500 miles shorter than the popular
Honolale-Sn Francisco Pacific Service.

(e) In the opinion of the conmmittee the
value of this roote in no way conflicts with
the political or economic value of the pres-
eat route as it encompasses new and influ-
ential territory.

(f) The proposed route should prove im-
mensely popular from a tourist and business
man's point of view, as basing the fare
Perth to London on the present San Fran-
cisco-Sydney route, i.e. at 6%td. per pass-
eager mile, the Perth-London fare could be
£277 as against the present Sydney-London
fare £E325. Then, if we consider the pres-
ent air communications with, say-, South
Africa using Nairobi as a terminal point for
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connection with other existing services, the
Perth to Nairobi route fare could be £E152 as
against £38 by the existing roundabout
route, thus effecting a. saving of £228 and a
saving in air flying time of 31 hours.
Migration: The proposed route would be

-more economical for mass migration than by
the present route as Perth could be used as a
terminal point and migrants could travel to
other States by rail or interstate ships-or by
the use of the existing air services-tmus
effecting a considerable saving to the Com-
Muon *Veitli.

They are the proposals and the advantages
which the committee put to the Premier .
This evening during the memorable debate
on finance, in which I was very interested,
mention was made in the House of two
world wars and the possibility of a third.
Rut finance means nothing if we fina Aus-
tralia ent off from air communications in
the event of any future conflict. Not many
people knew the value of the service insti-
tuted during the war as it was to all intents
and purposes very secretive. Only a few
people were aware of it outside of those who
bhad something to do -with the installations
and the supplying of -fuel, etc., and the men
using the route. But since the end of
World War IL. that route has been aband-
oned owing to the fact that seaplanes are
not used for the conveyance of passengers.
They are not the most suitable type of air-
craft.

Following the introduction into Australia
of the very popular Skysnaster aeroplanes,
and knowing that after a lengthy period
they have proved themselves reliable and
s4atisfactoiy in every respect, we as a cow-
inittee felt that that type could be used quite
easily on this connecting route 'between
Australia and South Africa. I point out
that the route from Africa to England is
already in operation. If we made that con-
necting link between this State and South
Africa, I am quite sure the difficulties with
regard to through traffic, and the same
planes using the existing facilities, would
be easily overcome. Recently the Leader of
the Opposition was handed a copy of this
report, and I am very pleased to say that
when he goes to England he will interest
himself in seeing what can be done there to
further the scheme, He feels as 1, arid as
many other members in this House must do,
that a second air route to England is a vital
necessity to us, both from a defence point of
view and that of the future existence, not

only of Western Australia, but of Australia,
insofar as its trade is concerned, especially
as the trade would be coming f rom South
Africa. At the moment, it is denied us.

To go to South Africa by sea today is
more difficult than to go to England. Very
few ships make n call at the ports where
one would require to disembark. Therefore,
people desiring to go there travel to Sydney
where they catch a plane and go practically
to England before getting to North'Africa,
where they connect with the route to South
Africa. They have to fly probably 5,000 or
6,000 miles more than they originally in-
tended.

The introduction of this route would open
up trade for us and would be most popular
from a tourist point of view, which would
assist in making the route pay. Business-
men in England would make great use of it
without 'its being detrimental to the other
route. At times people have their name.;
placed on a waiting list to get a plane to
England. I can see no obstacle to the sec-
ond route being inaugurated. I am happy
to say that the Premier met the deputation
very favourably. He was impressed by
everything that was told him, and he prom-
ised to get in touch with the Prime Minister
and place his views before him. I am cer-
tain that the support of the present Glov-
ernihent wvill be behind the scheme if it is
commenced. It is now up to the Leader of
the Opposition, when he is in England, to
do all he can to bring it to a sucessful
conclusion.

Several days ago t asked a question in
the House regarding the amounts of money
allocated by the Lotteries Commission to the
Red Cross in Western Australia. The fig-
ures as supplied were-in 1936, £50; in
1939, £350; and in 1948 a special grant of
£1,400 to assist the blood transfusion clinic.
That is a total of £1,800 since the inception
of the Lotteries Commission. I asked that
question for a particular reason. Members.
will not deny that the Red Cross organisa-
tion in Western Australia is second to none,
as far as organ isations go that do good for
our fellow men. In every avenue and walk
of life we have some contact with the activi-
ties of the Red Cross. During the last
world war the work it did on service was
absolutely amazing. I had many contacts
with officials of the Red Cross while in the
Middle East and New Guinea, and I say
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-without fear of contradiction that their con-
tribution towards the war effort was of such
an outstanding nature that it assisted in a
,great measure in maintaining the morale of
the troops until the war was brought to a
successful end.

Recently the Red Cross Society decided to
go to the people of the State for funds. The
State branch of the R.S.L. decided to
assist, and a joint appeal was made, half
of the funds so collected to go to the Food
for Britain Appeal, which was being in-
augurated by the Red Cross, sponsored and
assisted by the R.S.L., and the other ball
-to go towards the local funds of the Red
Cross to assist it in the coming year's ac-
tivities. No-one will deny that those are
very worthy causes. I was on a committee
that assisted in the appeal. As a memtier
of that committee, I attended a meeting one
dlay when we were told that Lord Nuffield
had donated a ear to the Red Cross in West-
ern Australia, provided the Red Cross
would raffle it to augment the funds for
Food for Britain. That was a good sugges-
tion, and the committee was enthusiastic. It
made approaches to the Lotteries Commis-
sion, which refused permission for it to
run the raffle.

As a member of that committee, I said
I would take the matter up with the Minister
-controlling the Lotteries Commission, to see
whether we could get the Commission to
.agree eventually to the raffle being run. I
wrote to the Minister for Police, pointing
out the urgency of the need of the Red Cross
for funds, and the generous gift of Lord
Nuffield. I stated that if the Lotteries
Commission would not give permission to
run the raffle, being tied up by the Act,
fI could see nothing in that Act to prevent
the Lotteries Commission from running the
-raffle, with its own officials, and donating
the proceeds to the appeal. The letter I
received from the Minister was most disap-
pointing. It stated flatly that the Corn-
-mission was not interested. That was the
purport of the three lines I received in
reply. I think it is time steps were taken
to amend the Lotteries Act to allow of a
raffle being run for such a worthy cause on
-an occa-sion such as that, especially seeing
that in the period since 1932, when the
-Lotteries Commission took over in this
'State, it has donated only £E1,800 to one of

the most worthy institutions in Western
Australia.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Was the Commission
ever asked to donate more?9

Mr. YATES: I do not think it would be
necessary, seeing that the Lotteries Com.-
mission makes allocations to various chari-
ties.

Hon. A. H. Panton: I understand that
various institutions apply to the Lotteries
Commission for funds.

Mr'. YATES: I believe the Lotteries Com-
mission makes rants to various hospitals
and so on without being asked to do so. I
admit that smaller organisations from time
to time write to the Commission seeking
don ations, In any ease, the Red Cross has;
in the past run its own appeals, assisted by
the public, and hafs not gone cap in hand to
the Lotteries Commission for funds.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: The Act restricts the
Lotteries Commission's actions in that re-
gard.

Mr. YATES: It is restricted to permit-
ting lotteries up to the extent of £150. Re-
cently a man donated a yacht worth about
£2,000, but when he found that the Lotteries
Commission would allow it to be raffled for
a small sum only, be withdrew his offer.

Mr. Styants: The 2/28th Battalion
Assoc~ation wanted to raffle a house in Kal-
goorlic, but was not allowed to do so.

The Premier: The Lotteries Commission
receives numerous requests of that kind and
would be inundated with them if they were
granted.

Mr. YATES: That may be so. The Com-
mission is a law unto itself, and that power
was given it by this House. In the case I
have mentioned, the Red Cross asked the
Lotteries Commission to help. It must not
be forgotten that a car was raffled last year
and raised quite a lot of money. I would
like to know how those running the raffle
got round the Lotteries Commission on that
occasion but, as it was for a worthy cause,
I will not inquire into it. If the Red Cross
decides in future to hold a similar appeal,
when a similar offer is made by Lord Nuf-
field, or some other philanthropist, and if
I know that the feeling of the Lotteries
Commission is then the same as it is now,
I will be disposed towards having the Act
amend(ed to allow provision, in exceptional
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eircumstances, for a lottery or raffle to be
conducted by an organisation such as the
Red Cross.

The Minister for Housing: The Lotteries
Commission, of course, is bound by its Act.

Mr. YATES: There is nothing in that
Act to say that the Commission could not
run the lottery for the Red Cross.

The Minister for Housing: I do not think
it could do so under the Act. To amend the
Act is another matter.

Mr. YATES: I think it is time the Act
was amended.

Mr. Styants: Bring down a Bill for that
purpose, and see how we get on.

Mr. YATES:- It might be brought down
later in the session. I believe that the Red
Cross was denied a lot of money by the
refusal of the Lotteries Commission, which
probably felt that it did not have the neces-
bsary power, even though Lord Nuffield had
made such a generous offer in presenting
a car to the Red Cross in this State.

The member for Leederville had a lot to
say this evening about hospitals and I agree
with what he said on that question. Re has
been interested in hospital activities in this
State for more years than I can remember.
In view of the fact that regional hospitals
were to be part of the future policy in this
State, I regret nothing further has been
done to implement that scheme. It might
eventually be put into effect but, speaking
ais the member for Canning, and more par-
ticularly for South Perth, Victoria Park,
Belmont and Melville, I would point out that
those districts are practically without the
use of any hospital except St. John of
God's, at Belmont, which is the only hos-
pital of any size south of the river. Some
two years ago, the South Perth Road Board,
accompanied by Dr. Hislop and representa-
tives of the Health Department, inspected
a site near the pine plantations, and another
elsewhere, for the purpose of earmarking
that land for a future hospital. Since then,
the South Perth Road Board and the dis-
trict medical officer and others have been
active in trying to arrange for the establish-
ment of another hospital south of the river.
The time must come when we will decen-
tralise our hospitals as much as possible
away from the Royal Perth Hospital.

If members are interested, they can go
down any morning and see the congestion in.
Victoria Avenue and round St. Nary's
Cathedral, where it is difficult to get a
vehicle through because of the cars parked
on bo 'th sides of the road. On a visiting
afternoon or evening, one cannot find park-
ing space for a car within a quarter of a
mile of the hospital. What will be the posi-
tion when another wing or two are added
to the present building? It is time we
shifted some of our hospital facilities away
from the heart of the city. The proposal
of the South Perth Road Board is a worthy
one. The committee, and even Dr. Hislop,
visualised a 200-bed hospital in the area I
have mentioned. It is a good piece of land,
away from noise, fairly high, and one that
would be beneficial in every respect to the
patients who would eventually go there.

Hon. A. H. Panton: What is wrong with
the site of the Edward Mullen Home 9

Mr. YATES: That -was suggested re-
cently. There was a public meeting at
South Perth at which were representatives
of the Perth City Council, the Canning,
Melville and South Perth Road Boards, and
practically every organisation in South
Perth. The hall was well filled, and a sug-
gestion was put forward about the use of
land at the Edward Millen Rome. The com-
mittee is favourably inclined towards having
that proposal investigated, and would he
happy if the Government decided to erect
a public hospital there. It would not cavil
at the piece of land given by the Govern-
ment. That position is commendable in
every way. There is a tram service to it,
and it is close to the main highway, but far
enough away not to be a nuisance to traf-
fic. Together with the member for Leeder-
ville, I urge that further consideration be
given not only to the establishment of a
hospital in the South Perth or Victoria
Park districts, but to the expanding of hos-
pitalisation in this State as fast as possible.

Mr. Styants: Whilst the nursing staff
cannot cope with our existing hospitals?

Mr. YATES: It is a very difficult prob-
1em but I believe the corner has been turned
as far as staffing is concerned. Conditions
are much better and they are starting to
recruit quite a number of girls, but we are
still a long way from having the required
number. We will eventually get that far,
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but in any case it took a number of years
to complete the new wing of the Royal
Perth Hospital, and it will take many more
years to build the new hospital in South
Perth. it is no good waiting until we have
everything available before we start build-
ing, even if we have to do what was done
with the Royal Perth Hospital, and that is
suspend operations for six years. A
hospital south of the river would be of in-
estimable value. I was speaking to a doctor
last week -and he told mec that in order to
get a patient into a hospital for a minor
operation he had to ring 15 times before
he was successful. As well as that he had
to ring back to several hospitals but he was
eventually able to place his patient.

Hon. A. H. Fenton: I had to wait a
month myself.

Mr. YATES: Doctors are finding con-
siderable difficulty in getting accommo-
dation for their patients, and it makes the
work heavier for the doctors. We are not
over-staffedl with medical men in this State,
either, and I feel that now the brick posi-
tion is easing somewhat and the Government
states that its house building programme
is improving to such anl extent that it can
allocate £10,000 per quarter for the building
of infant health centres, I think the time is
not for distont wvhen sufficient materials can
be allocated for the erection of a hospital
south of the river.

Hon. A. H. Panton: There are a lot of
hospitals in the country which require
attention first. Pinjarra is one.

Mr. YATES: I know that country hospi-
tals nre in a bad way, but we must
remember that a lot of people in the
country who require medical attention come
to the metropolitan area for expert advice,
because there are no facilities.

Mr. Leslie: It is mainly because of the
Wa~k of facilities.

Mr. YATES: Yes, hut before the war
-when those facilities were available in
country districts quite a lot of people still
came to the metropolitan arca for medical
attention.

Hon. A. 1I. Panton: I doubt whether
there is a first-class x-ray plant outside
Perth.

Mr. Styants: There is one at Kalgoorlie.

Mr. YATES: That is a Commonwealth
vlIant. It appears to be a difficult problem

but I know that this Government will leave
no stone unturned in its efforts to improve
the situation, and I will be the first to offer
criticism next year if nothing has been done
inl the meantime.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: You will be soft-
pedalling the position this time next year.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: No materials I No
labour'

The Premier: Still improving.
Hon. F. J. S. Wise: No shipping!

Mr. YATES: There is one other point
closely allied to hospitals which I wish to
bring to the attention of the House, and
that is in connection with the St. John
Ambulance Association in Western Australia.
Much has been written in the Press over
recent months regarding the use of sirens on
St. John ambulances. I thought other
speakers might have brought this subject
before the House, but up to date nothing
has been said on the matter, and I consider
something should be done. I have travelled
over all parts of the world including tbe
Commonwealth of Australia, and as far as
I can determine Western Australia is the
only place where ambulances are not equip-
ped with sirens. When I say this State I
mean within the metropolitan area, because
some of the ambulances from our country
districts, I believe, are equipped.

Mr. Styants: I do not know whether
Goldfields ambulances have sirens, but there
is a new ambulance which may be equipped.

Mr. YATES: In the metropolitan area
ambultnees arc denied the right to use them.
A couple of weeks ago there was an itemn
in the Press that an ambulance driver had
to blow his horn all the way through the
traffic in order to force a passage for his
vehicle which was carrying a child to the
Children's Hospital. The ambulance arrived
in time to save the child, but if this had
not been the case and the anibulance had
been late by half a minute, I point out that
the loss of that child would have been worth
more than all the sirens that could -be pur-
chased. I have spoken to ambulance drivers
who drive metropolitan ambulances and
they say that it is a nightmare to try to
get an, ambulance to hospital carrying a
patient;. On numerous occasions it is neces-
sary to have traffic policeman on motorcycles
clearing the way for them. These police-
men are forced to use their sirens to clear
the traffic, and I cannot see any reason why
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the ambulance cannot be fitted with a siren
and the police allowed to be engaged on other
useful work.

Mr. Styants: Who is stopping the use of
sirens on anmbulanees?

Mr. YATES: The Police Department.
Sirens are used on fire brigade vehicles, and
in quite a number of cases there are false
alarms and the fire engines are sent out and
uase their siren on every occasion. They cut
round corners at a terrific speed, even
though it may be for a false alarm. Nearly
every case attended by a St. John ambu-
lance is genuine, and in all accidents they
are urgent. The cases are too numerous to
mention whome drivers of these ambulances
have -been forced to follow long lines of
traffic. Especially is this the case on race
days, when the traffic over the Causeway
and the Great Eastern Highway is held up
because there is a fairly slow car travelling
in front of the line and doing probably only
13 miles an hour. Immediately the ambu-
lance driver blows his horn the driver in
front thinks it is another car trying to race
ahead and will not give him right-of-way.
If the ambulance were equipped with a
siren all car drivers would know it was an
ambulance and give it right-of-way. I
request the Minister for Police to confer
-with the Commissioner of Police and have
something done immediately so that a report
can he given to this House before the close
of the session to the effect that something
has been done. Otherwise, I consider it will
he necessary to bring down legislation to,
compel the Commissioner of Police to have
sirens installed on ambulances.

I have very little to say about the activi-
ties of my electorate as I said all I wished
to say in my speech last year. Most of the
activities of which I spoke on that occasion
have 'been put under way. One very im-
portant project which has been undertaken
by the Government is the comprehensive
drainage scheme which is 'being commenced
between Victoria Park and the foothills,
going as far as Midland Junction. When
the drainage scheme becomes a reality I
consider it will be one of the greatest under-
takings outside the Goldfields water scheme,
and I trust it will be one of great benefit to
many thousands of people. This drainage
scheme has been required for a long time.
In the winter months many hundreds of
people are unable to keep their properties

drained, to keep their stock dry, and those,
engaged in agricultural work find their pro-
duce flooded and their year's work ruined.
With the introduction of the scheme I con-
sider it will bring prosperity to that portion
of the metropolitan area.

On motion -by Mr. Brady, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 9.50 p.m.

Wednesday, 4th August, 1948.

CONTENRTS.

Question : Chamberlain Industries, Ltd., as
to Government guarantee tar building
tractors .. ..

Address-In-reply, filth day........ ...
Adjournment, special ..
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION.

CHAM,%BERLAIN INDUSTRIES LTD.
As to CGoternment Guarapatee for Building

Tractors.

Hon. Sir CHARLES LATHAM asked
the Chief Secretary:

(1) Has the Government made any ad-
vances to Chamberlain Industries Ltd.?

(2) If so, what is the total amount ad-
vanced 7

(3) When wvas the first advance made?
(4) Were the advance;, if any, made to

them to build tractors?
(5) If so, what progress has been made,

and what is the total output of tractors to
dateY

(6) If no tractors have been made, when
is it anticipated that the first one will be
available

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied:
(1) No.
(2) Capital is being provided by the com-

pany's own bankers, but, in addition, the fol-
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